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LETTERS FROM WASHINGTON 
OS TBE CONSTITUTION, LAWS AND PUBLIC EHARAC- 
TERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
By @ Foreigner. 

The editor deems it necessary for the satisfac- 
tion of his readers, to state the manner in which 
the fu'iowing letters fell into his hands. A gen- 
tleman of his acquaintance, in travelling to a 
neighboring city, not long since, lodged at an Inn, 
onthe road. In the course of the evening the 
inn-keeper informed him that a portmanteau had 
been Jeft in his house, some days previously by a 
strange gentleman, whose name he could not 
arn. As the portgianteau was not lock: ? he 
had the curiosity to examine its contents, and 
found among some articles ef clothing a number 
ef papers, which he requested his guest to read ; 
who, on examination, found them to be copies 
of letters written to a friend in England, and con-, 
tained sgme views of the American constitution, 
and charaggeystic delineations of our proininent 
public men, which he considered possessed 

no little interest. The country landlord not 
knowing their value, readily consented that our 
friend should take charge of them, and do with 
them what he pleased. ‘To the person to whom 
he supposed they belonged, he addressed a letter 
tuforming him of the manner in which he came 
in possession of the papers, and requested per- 
mission to make them public. this letter, it 
would appear, followed him to Canada, from 
whence he replied, and assented to the request, 
on condition, that the names of the gentlemen 
concerned, should not be disclosed. Such is 
briefly the history of the following letters, as 
communicated to the e@itor of the National Re- 
gister, which are now made public, and which it 
is. believed will be foungl highly intercsting to 
American readers, It is intended to publish them 


LETTER TI. 

Wasuincrox, -——, 1818. 

Lio RD Basses ves 
You have imposed on me, my lord, a task» which 
I fear will be neither edifying to you nor agreea- 
ble to myself; but as you have required it, friend- 
ship will net suffer me to refuse, and I hasten to 
comply with your request, as. far as’ my ability 
and limited means of information will enable me. 
It is necessary for me to premise, that the objett 
which broyght-me to Washington has entirely 
ffiled. ‘ihe American government, though young, 


another that does not result ben y to itself.” 
Experience, it is said, is the best school of wit- 
dom; but here is a nation in its infancy, aid 
without the knowledge ‘which age gives to the 
governments of the old world—as subtle, and 
cautions and circumspect as any in Europe. One 
would think that like the Minerva of the ancients, 
the American people had sprung, at once, into 
full and vigorous maturity, without the imbecilty 
of infancy, or the tedious process of gradual pro 
gression. They possess none of the thoughtless 
liberality’ and inconsiderate confidence of youth ; 
but are, already, distinguished by the cold and 
cautious policy of declining life, rendered suspi- 
civus by the imposing plausibility and blasting 
villainy of the world. We have been deceived, 
my lord, by the ignorance and misrepresentations 
of men who called themselves travellers; and 
who, I find, were wholly unacquainted with the 
American character, and totally ignorant ‘of the 
American Constitution. On such sources as these 
you must not depend for correct information j— 
they are fallacious and deceitful, false and exag- 
gerated. Those who hi¥e furnished this informa- 
tion are men, you kndWw, my lord, who have either 
been bribed to calumniate and detract, for an ob- 
ject with which you cannot row be unacquaintedg 
or the refuse of society, ejected from our prisortiy 
without intellect, without. knowledge, and with. 
out honor. 1 have thought it my duty, merely to 
mention these things to you, that you may bere- 
after give to the information which those travef- 
ling ephemera afford, that credit only to which 
it is entitled, and that the character of the Ame- 
rican government and people may be seen by 
you through a medium Jess obscured by preju- 
dice and falsehood than the one you have been 
constrained previously to employ. 

I cannot, from my observation of this govern- 
ment, accord in sentiment with our coufitryman, 
Pope, who in the fine didactic poem which is said 
to have been suggested to him by the eloquent, 
but mistaken Bolingbroke, observes, 

“ Bor forms of government let fools contest, 
* Whatever is best administered is best.” 

There is a peculiarity in the organization of 
sonre governments which precludes the possibili- 
ty of a bad or oppressive administration. Where 
laws and not men rule, despotism must be un- 
known, and oppression but little understood.— 
Such isthe fact here. The people of this coun- 
try seem, scarccly to feel the government unde? 


* We arcat a lass to know what.the writet alladed th. 
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which they live ; and their respect and regard for 
the laws, s@s Beaujour, “are so great, that the 
least arbitrary act would revolt the most depend. 
ent citizen, while he obeys the meanest officer 
who speaks in the name of the law ; and he would 
deliver ap a friend and a brother who should at- 
tempt to elude it.”{ These laws are uniform 
and equal; not enacted for the benefit of the tew 
and the oppression of the many; but they are 
numerous, complicated and often difficult to be 
understood ; equal; no doubt, but frequently ir 
optrative ; and in some of the states so blended 
and amalgamated with the absurdities and foole- 
ries of our common law, as to render it acode not 
easily comprehended as a science. Professors 
of jurisprudence have, therefore, become almost 
innumerable, and the great end of all laws, the 
security and protection of the citizens, is in some 
degree defeated. It is to the multiplicity and am- 
biguity of the laws of his age, that Tacitus has 
ascribed most of the miseries which were then 
experienced ; and this evil will always be felt 
where the laws are ambiguous and numerous. In 
vain do the Americans urge that their laws have 
been bottamed on those of ngland, the wisdem 

and excellence of which have been so highly and 
* extravagantly eulogized; but the difference, as 
Mably correctly observes, between the situation 


of this country and that is prodigious ;+ the go- 
vernment of the one was formed in an age of re- 


finement and civilization ; and that of the other 
amidst the darkness and barbarism of feudal igno- 
rance. In most of the staies the eivil and criminal 
code is defective; and the latter like that of 
raco, ofien written in blood. Why does not 
each state forma code of laws for itself, and cast 
off this slavish dependence on Great Britain, 
whom they pretend so much to dislike? Why do 
they not adopt the plan of Napoleon, and form a 
eivil and criminal code that may serve as a model 
of excellence to the world ? The Americans have 
all the wisdom, intelligence and virtue necessary 
for such an enterprize, and I hope the day is not 
far distant, when this admirable.object will be ac 
complished. On this subject, however, you will 
excuse my brevity ; | may, perhaps, take an op- 
portunity, on some other occasion, to dwell more 
at large on the spirit and tendency of the Ameri- 
can laws. At present you will pardon my liberty in 
calling your attention to a rapid view of the Consti- 
tution of the American government, which has 
excited so much astonishment and admiration in 
Europe. It was a prevalent opinion among the 
ancients, originating from policy or superstition, 
iuat their laws and government sprang from a di- 
vine origin. ‘This delusion was industriously pro- 


+ Beaujour’s sketches of the United States. 
2 Observations sur !e govt, et les loise des U.S. ps 2% 
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pagated by the Greeks and the Romans, and you 
will excuse me when EF assert, that some nations 
of modern times, have not been less industrious in 
establishing this prejudice. Jupiter is said te 
have dictated to Minos the laws of Crete ; Apollo 
those ef Lacedemon to Lycurgus; and Egerea 
those of Rome to Numa; in short, almost every 
nation, both ancient and modern, has had a go- 
vernment or ruler springing from divine inspira- 
tion, or elevated by super-human aid. I know 
you will say this is extraordinary language for a 


dictate the propagation and extension of the not 
yet obsolete doctrine of the divine right of kings ; 


but as this is only to meet your eye, it may be well 
as friends, to communicate to each other without 


reserve or disguise, our real sentiments; and to 
hay «Je, for a moment, the prejudices of birth 
and education, ona subject into which they never 
should be introduced. The Constitution of this 
country is, I believe, universally acknowledged to 
be the production of human intellect, aided, per- 
haps, by divine inspiration; but not the emina- 
tion of a divinity.t It is the only constitution lite- 
rally speaking, in the world, for by agomstitution, f 
mean an original written compact, entered into by 
the members of society, in which a distinct and spe- 
cific form of government is delineated and esta- 
vlished.6 To a person of your enlarged views 
and enlightened mind, it is scarcely necessary to 
repeat that according to this definition, which 
will be admitted to be correct, England, notwith- 
standing all the eulogies af Delolme and other 
political writers, has no constitution, in fact— 
though its government must be allowed to be 
more capable of dispensing to its citizens a great- 
er degree of civil liberty than almost any other in 
Kurope. It is ov this account that Delolme con- 
siders it a model of ger fection ; but Delolme 
wrote before the American constitution had been 
organized, and put into operation. His opinions 
‘were, therefore, correct, so far as his information 


written at a more recent period, and written with- 


¢ Mackintosh in his defence of the French Revolution re- 
marks that every government now existing in the world (ex- 
cept that of'the United States) has been fortuitously formed, 
and does not owe its exisience to the free consent of the people. 
This is undeniable. e 

§ A constitution, according to Paine, is not a thing in name 
only, but in fact, It has not an ideal but a real existence ; 
and whenever it cannot be produced in a visible form there is 
none. A constitution is a thing antecedent to a government ; 
anda government is only the creature of-a constitution. 

A constitution, says judge Patterson, is the form of govern- 
ment delineated by the-mighty hand of the people, by whieh 
certain first principles of fundamental laws se established— 
The constitution is certain and fixed ; it contains the perma- 
nent will of the people, and is the supreme law of the Jand.— 








It is the work or will of the people themselves, in thtif’ origi- 
nal, sovereign and unlimited capacity, 


British lord, whose policy and reason combine to , 


extended; but I am disposed to think, had he © 
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out prejudice or interest, he would have been 
constrained to acknowledge the superior excel- 
lence and perfection of thts great charter of Ame- 
rican freedom. You must not think, my lord, that 
i have become an enthusiast, or that I lové my 
king and country less than 1 have done. You are 
conscious that a man may be permitted to express 
his unprejudiced opinions when the occasion re- 
quires it, without diminution of attachment ora 
change of sentiment in relation to those objects 
which are dear and interesting to his feelings; 
but if I should utter any thing offensive, you will, 
Iam sure, ascribe it to the proper source—the 
candor of my cliaracter. With a view then that 
you may the more perfectly understand the nature 
of this constitution, I will briefly exhibit the points 
in which the British and American governments 
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9th. He is the univer- 
sal proprietor of the 
kingdom. 

10th. The king’s person 
is sacred and inviolate 
—he is accountable 
to no human power, 
and oan do no wrong. 


11th. Our legislature 
contains a house of 
lords, 300 nobles 
whose_ seats, honors 
and privileges are he- 
reditary. 
I presume it will Be 


169 
Thé president has no- 
thing to"do with the 

property of the U. S. 
The president is nothing 
more than an indivi- 
dual, is amenable like 
all civil officers, and 
considered as capable 
of doing wrong as any 

* other citizen. 

Vhere are no nobles, 
and both houses of 

congress aré elected. 


unnecessary to adduce 


differ. 
IN ENGLAND, 
fet. The king posses¢es 
imperial dignity. 


2d. This imperial dig- 
nity is hereditary and 

_. perpetual. 

34. The king has the 
sole power of mak- 
ing war& peace, & 
of forming treaties 
with foreign powers. 

4th. The kingalonecan 
levy troops, build 
fortresses and equip 
fleets: 

Sth. He is the sourge 
of all judicial power 
and the head of all 
the tribunals of the 
nation. 


6th. He is the fountain 
of all honor, office 
anc privilege, can 
create peers and dis- 
tribute titles and dig- 
nities. 

7th. He is at the head 


of the nationalcharch 


and has supreme con- 
trol over it.” 

8th. He is the superin- 
tendent of commerce 
regulates the weights 
and measures and can 
alone coin money and 

‘give currency to fo 

reign fine 


IN AMERICA, 
There is no king, the 
president acts as the 
chief magistrate of the 
raition only. ¢ 
The presidency lasts on- 
ly four years. 


The president can do nei- 
ther withont the con- 
sent of congress. 


The president has nostch 
power, this is vested in 


congress. 


The executive has only 
the appointment of 
judges with the con- 
sent of the senate and 
is unconnected with the 
judiciary. 

The president has no 
such power.. There is 
ne titles, and he can 
only appoint to office 
by nd with the con- 
sent of the senate. 

There is mo éstablished 
% church. 


The president has, no 
such powér. 








more points of difference to illustrafe the nature , 
of the American government ; these are, I think, 
sufficient to convince you of the entire democra- 
tic tendency of the Constitution of the United 
States, and of the error under which you have 
labored, in believing that but few differences, and 
those immaterial and unimportant, existed be- 
tween our government and this. We have, in- 
deed, in common the habeas corpus and the, trial 
by jury, the great bulworks of civil liberty, but in 
almost every other particular they disagree. 

The first branch of the American government; 
[ shall consider is the executive. The President 
is chosen by electors in the different states coms 
posing the union, who are equal in number to 
the representativés in congress. His petiod of 
service is four years; hut to qualify him for this 
station, he must be a native citizen of the United 
States, and at least thirty-five years of age at the 
time of election. This election is conducted in 
@ manner much less complicated than that of the 
Doge of Venice and Genoa, which you may pep. 
ceive by a ghinte at the constitution I send you 
The President’s title, says Mi. De La Croix, n’est 
ni celui de roi, nicelui de duc; ce n’est ni un 
monarque, ni unchef, c’est un president. His 
power is, I think, rather too much limited ang 
controled, for a vigorous and energetic govern- 
ment. Na danger, indeed, can result to the 
hberty of the people fromthis power; but much 
procrastination and delay in periods of extreme 
emergency may flow from the circumscribed na- 
ture of his authority ; liable to impeachment and 
dismissal from office for the commission of trea- 
son and other high crimes and misdemeanors, he 
may do much good, but he can do no ¢ssentiaf 
wrong. The powers he derives from the consti- 


‘tution, are, in fact, mere duties, which, by a litv 


tle metaphysical refinement, may be so attenua- 
ted and enlarged ay to embrace almost every 


i thing, and to stford:a field for the most subtle and 
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endless speculation. “The influence and patron- 
age of the executive are, however, still very con- 
siderable ; but I do not think, they will ever be 
dangerous. His powers I will briefly enumerate, 
that you may see the affinity between the British 
and American executives.’ The President is er 
oficio commander in chief of the army and navy 
of the United States, and of the militia of the dif- 
ferent states when called into service; but this 
call can only be made By congress, and the states 
respectively have the power of appointing the 
officers of the militia—He has the pewer to re- 
prieve and pardon all offences against the United 
States, except in cases of impeachment. The 
king on the contrary, pardons in all cases what- 
ever—The President has the power to make 
treaties, but it must be by. and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, and the concurrence 
of two thirds present, and these treaties become 
part of the supreme law of the land. The power 
I have just mentioned is involved in some diffi- 
culty and embarrassment. The treaty making 
power which is here vested in the Executive and 
Senate, is uncontrolled.t The senators not being 
considered as civil officers, are not’ as in Eng- 
land, liable to impeachment. Should the Presi- 
dent and Senate therefore conspire to make a 
treaty dishonorable to the nation, and to over- 
step the limits of their authority, I see no consti- 
tutional possibility of obviating the evil, or of 
punishing the culprits. The President may in- 
deed be impeached, but his judges are the very 
men who have united with him in committing the 
errors, and they eannot but be improper judges. 
In addition, it may be necessary to observe, that 
many cases will occur, in which the constitutional 
powers of the House of Representatives are in- 
volved—Let us suppose for example, that a treaty 
of alliance is entered into with a foreign power, 
in which supplies of money and munitions of war 
are to be furnished by the United States. These 
cannot be constitutionally appropriated, but by 
the concurrence of the popular branch of the 
national legislature; and yet, this treaty must be 
binding, without the consent or even the knowl- 
edge of that branch—Such are the difitculties and 
absurdities of this part of the constitution. His 
next power which gives him, as I have already 
stated, such extensive influence and patronage, is 
that of nominating, and with the consent of the 
senate, appointing ambassadors, ministers, con- 
suls, judges, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are established by 
law—He also commissions these officers, in 


tSee Appendix to Tucker's Blackstone, debates on the 
Treaty making power, and a Review of Question, in whom 
has the constitution vested the Treaty making power. From 
tHis much informatjon may be received, 4 
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some cases, has the so'e appointment, and fills 
up all vacancies that may occur during the re- 
cess. Under this head much discussion has tak- 
en plac. As the constitution provides, that ‘all 
civil officers of the United States shall be remo: 
ved on impeachment and conviction of treason, 
bribery and other high crimes and misdemeanors, 
it has been contended that the President has not 
the power of dismissing from office; but the 
question is now settled, and | believe it is gener- 
ally conceded, that the poxer of creating in this 
case, necessarily implies the power of destroying, 
which you will perceive, is a metaphysical de- 
duction; the President can convene both houses 
of congress upon any extraordinary occasion, and 
adjourn them if any disagreement «bout the pe- 
riod of adjournment, should arise between them, 
In relation to his duties, he’ is bound to give to 
congress, from time to time, information of the 
state of the union, and recommend such mea- 
sures as he may think conducive to the public 
interest—he must also see that the laws be fuith- 
fully executed, and the oath which he is obliged 
to take before he enters upon the duties of his 
high and important station, compels him to “pre- 


serve, protect and defend the constitution of the 
| United States.” The last power which I shall 


mention, is of a legislative character, and consti- 
tutes him exd-modo, a bignch of that department. 
No bill, resolution, vote, or order of congress, 
can take effect, until it be presented to him for 
his approbation; if this be-given, the measure is 
final, if not, it is sent back with his reasons, and 
the subject is further considered; if, after this, 
two thirds of both houses still adhere, the mez- 
sure, notwitlistanding his disapprobation, is adop- 
ted. Unhke the king, who can do no wrong, the 
President is considered a fal ible being, and capa- 
ble of the commission of crimes of u» ordina- 
ry magnitude. He is, therefore, made liable 
to impeachment, like all other civil officers 
of the United States, and upon conviction, can 
be dismissed from office. ‘Through the me- 
dium of elections, the American executive is 
amenable to the people, by whom he is indi- 
rectly chosen, and this responsibility not only 
checks and restrains him, but all those to whom 
power has been delegated, within proper limits; 
such is the executive kranch of the Amcrican go- 
vernment. The constitution has been founded 
on the theory, that all power necessarily emi- 
nates from the people,¢ and from long and seri+ 
ous reflection, 1 cannot but yield my assent to 
the correctness and reasonableness of this theory. 
History manifests the impolicy of taking power 
from the people, and condensing and accumulat- 
ing it into one mass, and thus yielding up to one 


tDeclarsltion of Indep eitlenee. 
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man or body of men, the right of regulating their 
political concerns. It will be found, as Beccaria 
very justly observes, that “in every society there 
is an effort continually tending to confer on one 
part the height of power and happiness, and to 
reduce the other to the extremes of weakness 
and misery; the intent of good laws is to oppose 
this effort, and diffuse their influence universally 
and equally. Acting on this principle, the Ame 
rican constitution has therefore, so circumscribed 
the executive authority, and so equally extended 
it to the other co-ordinate branches of govern- 
ment, that the people are in no danger of being 
shackled by the trammels of despotism, or of 
loosing their intrinsic and unalienable rights. 
The second branch of this government is the 
legislature—this consists of a Senate and House 
of Representatives; the members cf the latter 
are chosen every two years by the people, and 
those of the former, every six years by the legis- 
latures of the different states. It is in this branch 
that the American government_diiters from the 
republics of ancient and modern times, it is this 
which inakes it not a pure, but a representative 
democracy, it is this which gives it such a deci- 
ded ascendancy and superiority over all the go- 
verniments in the world. Experience has demon- 
strated the impracticability of assembling a nu- 
merous collection of people, to frame laws, and 
their incompetency when assembled, of judicious 
deliberation and prompt and unbiassed decisions. 
‘The passions of illiterate and unthinking men, 
are easily roused into action and inflamed to 
madness; artful and designing demagogues are 
too apt to take advantage of those imbecilities of 
our nature, and to convert them to the basest of 
purposes. [To be continued.) ; 
a 
REPORT 


Of the committee of elections, on the petition of C. 
Hammoud, contesting the seat of Saml. Herrick. 


sanvarr 5, 1818. 


Mr, Tarcor, from the committee of elections, to 
which was referred a memorial of C. Hammond 
contesting the right of Samuel Herrick to a 
seat in this house, delivered in the following re- 
port? 

That on the 19th December, 1810, Mr. Her- 
rick was appointed attorney of the United States 
for the district of Uhio, which office he accepted, 
and held until his resignation thereof, on the 29th 
November, 1817. In October, 1816, he was elec. 
ted one of the representatives of the state of Ohio, 
for the fifteenth congress. ‘The result of the elec- 
tion’ was publicly announced on the 7th January, 
1817, in the presence of the senate of that state. 
On the 15th-September, 1817, the governor exe- 
cuted acertificate of Mr. Herrick’s election, ac- 
cording to the law of Ohio, which was received 
by him on or about the 30th of the same month— 
Mr. Herrick, therefore, continued in office almést 
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two months after receiving the certificate of his 
election. It does not appear on the part of the 
memorialist, and it is denied on the part of Mr. 
Herrick, thut he performed any act as paesney of 
the United States, after the said 30th September. 
He, however, continued in office, was liable to 
perform its duties, and was entitled to its salary, 
until his resignation. Congress me , December 1, 
1817, and Mr. Herri¢k took his seat on that day 
in the house of representatives. 

The 6th section of the first article of the con- 
stitution provides, that “no person holding any 
office under the United States, shall be a member. 
in either house during his continuance in office.” 
The incompatibility is not limited to exercising an 
office, and at the same time, being a member of 
either house of congress; but itis equally extended _ 
to the case of holdi that is, having, keeping, 
possessing, or retaining, an office, under such cir 
cumstances. If the membership of Mr, Herrick 
commenced either on the 4th of March or the 
30th of September, 1817, he has vacated that meme 
bership, by holding an office incompatible thera- 
with 


We do not find that the question of incompat» 
bility has been agitated in the house of represen- 
tatives on more than two occasions. ‘The first case 
was that of John P. Van Ness, which occured dur 
ring the second session of the seventh congress.— 
The committee of elections were then instructcdto 
inquire whether Mr. Van Ness, one of the repre- 
sentatives from the state of New York, had_ not, 
after his election, and after he had occupied a seat 
us a member, accepted and exercised the office of 
a major of militia, under the authority of the U. 
States, within the territory of Columbia. Mr. Van 
Ness freely admitted the fact, us alleged, ‘and 
thereupon the house unanimously resolved that 
he had thereby forfeited his right to a seat as a 
member of that house. 

The other case was that of Philip Barton Key, 
decided at the firs: session of the tenth congress. 





Mr. Key’s seat was impeached, among other 
grounds, upon this ; that, at the time of his elec- 
tion, and until afew days, either before or after 
he ‘ook his seat, he held, from the British govern- 
ment, in his own. right and name, the half-pay 
rer of a captain of infantry. The facts were 
riefly these ; Mr. Key served as an officer in the 
British army, without the limits of the U. States, 
' from 1778 to 1783, when the corps to which he 
belonged was disbanded, and the officers placed 
on half pay. The pension was paid eitherfor the 
' benefit of himself or his assignee, until the month 
| of December, 1805, when he received six months 
half-pay;*in January, 1806, he wrote to his agentin 
London, directing him to resign his claim to half- 
py, and also to rank, if any could be supposed to 
exist; but it did not appear that any thing had 
been done in pursuance of that letter, nor indeed 
that it ever had been received by his agent. 
Cna.the 6th of October, 1806. Mr. Key was e'ect. 
ed a representative of the state of Maryland, for 
two years, commencing on the fourth of March, 
1807. On the 24th October following, he address- 
ed aletter to Mr. Erskine, then his Britannic 





majesty’s ambassador at Washington, referring to 
the letter written to his agent, and repeating his 
resignation in a formal manner. ‘This letter was 
not delivered to Mr. Erskine until the 28th or 29th 
of October, which was two or three days after the 





yne months after the fonrth of March last, and 


meeting of congress, and after Mr. Key had tu- 
ken his 6vat in the house of representatives. Up- 
’ 
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perfect respect, si 


r, your 0 
“servants, — . 


JOHN HOLMES. 
HM. “THOS. BAROBAY. 
Phe hor. J. Q-Apams, Seéxetary of State. 
‘ 4 'The house then’ resumed the consideration of 
e unfinished business of Saturday ; being a mo. | 
to lay Upon the table the bill (the first sec- 
tion having been sfricken out,) 
Concerning Expatriation. 
* "Mr. Jolinson df Va.'submitted some additional | 
remarks on the subject, and, after expregpg the | 
regret he should feel if the house, during 4 season 
go auspicous toa candid decision,} were, by the’ 
course it should adopt on this subject, lead to an 
erroneetis construction hereafter of its senti- 
ments an right of eXpatriation; and anxious 
that it sh not be dismissed witff"the declara- 
tion of some affirmative opinion ‘thereon, that 
would prevent such a misconstruction, moved, 
by way of amendment, the following substitue 
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* €he undersigned have the honor to tte; with | 


} {}; On Thursday the house took u 
bedient«and humble |} the Georgia %uilitia cla: 
, sion and agreeing to fill € 
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p the subiect of 
nd after suine discris. 


, blonk in, the biiigpith 
$109,130. 65, beimy the améunt stated to b > 
up to the year 1793, the qu nh upon the 

to be rossed for a thi ding was decided 
in the negative by a vote oF90 to.70. On fri 

the subject of internal improvemevt. was called 
up aed was under debate in committee, of thé 
whole when we: left.the house. 

The democrati¢ republicans of Massachusetts 
have némihated BWW. Cruweixsyqtzin, Esq. at 
present secretary of the navy, for governor, 4 
Tuomas Kirrerenes, FE for liewienant coverror 
crrumor speaks of Mr. C'S. intentiow of resigning 
his present office. " 


_ Maj. Joux Pagrnixg, who assisted da the tap. 
ture of maj. Andre, Jdging the revo! ‘onary war, 
diedJately at his residence in York ‘Y, arn, (N. Y.) 
The funeral cerethonics were pettgemed on the 
21st wit. ' 





for the remaining section of the bill. 


“That whereas sundry persons, who had been 
citizens of the United States of America, and who 


had exercised. the ri desolvi: “ necs 
tion which botind th e U.S urthe cha- 
racter of citizens, by Voluntarily and regularly be- 


coming citizens or subjects of other governments, 
have been held bound to answer in the character 
of citizens, in the courts of the .United States, 
leged to have been committed sub- 
to the exercise of this right; and for 
only would be amenable in the said 
whereas in the ee of inde- 
-of the thirteen United States of Ameri- 
ea, the following ‘truths are held to be self évi- 
dent :—That all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their creater withijcertain un- 
alienable rights; that dmong these are life, liber- 
ty and the piirsuitiof happiness; therefore be it 
enacted, and it is hereby expressly enacted and 
alfmen do possess the right to seek 
_ their happiness in any climate and under any 
form of government may eleét; and that, 
conseque the right to dissolve the connec- 
tion which binds'the individual to th vern- 
ment of the United States, in the ara of ci- 
uzen, and to form a similar co jon with any 
other governments, is unalienable, and 
founded on truth equally self evident. 
Mr, Colston; of Va. moyed that the whole sub- 














The Philadelphia papers df the %e that 
the Delaware river is fice trom icey ere 
tiad-been several arrivals and cieay t 


Lotteyies —The legislature of Maryland at their 
late session have passed ansact, which provides, 
that a board of three commissioners be appointed 
to superintend all lotteries, and whase agency is 
indispensable to théir drawing. When thé lotte- 
ries have been disposed of already granted, alt 
hfuture lotteries are to become the property of the 

tate. The treasurer of the state is to receive 
the proceeds of sales and pay thé€prizes, retain- 
ing for their agency 5 per cent. On. the amount. 
The commissioners are to receive $1200 salary 
per annum, and their clerk $1000, when lotteries 
commence drawing uhderthe late regulation two 
other cOmmiss*oners are to be «dded to the board. 

By London papers of the latter part of Dec. we 
learn that the debate in the chamber of deputies, 
relative to the press, had been concluded, and the 
project with several amen ts had been adop- 
ted by a vote of 412 to 111. i 
pre-existent Jaws, the’ p 
viewed as a great accession to” 
press im France, and seems to 
representative body is essentially 
isterial.influence. 

The Russian fleet which lately arrived at Ports. 
mouth, (Eng.) consists of the Dresden. 74, North >! 
Alder 74, Lubec 74, Vruse 74,: Swoterley 74, 
Neptunenes 74, Mercurieus 40, Afsttoil 40, and 
Patrickey 40, all fully manned and ar: but are 
















ject be indefinitely pastponed. * 
/—~* ese eee 
The documents which we this week publish 


has excladed much of our congressignal journal; 
we shall endeavor to bring it upnext week. The 
most important subject that has been before the 
senate is the resolution which has been some 
time pending before that body, for. the smend- 
ment of the constitution of the. United States, pro- 
viding for an unifortn mode of electing representa-. 
» tives to congress, and electors*for president, kc. 
‘which was on Thursday ordered age -agrred 
and read a third time, by a vere et a8 to'13. The 
yeas and nays hereafter. ; 
On.Wednesday the expatria 
up and discussed: Several 
papreess in various shapes, but on the question 
eing taken to.order the bill to.a third reatlirg, it 
was rejected by a majority of il votes. o¢ 


s 














presented to be in a bad condition; an@Were un- 
ergoing repairs. On their arrivalnosalu fired 
in consequence of their having demanded that any 
equal number of guns should be returned whieh 
was refused under the present Wameelty regula- 
tions which forbids such @ivility tebe 






@beé observed to 
any nation. “But whemthe Ameri¢anship Fraxx- 
Ly proposed to goup to Spithead, and intimation 
being given that no salute would be fired except 
an equal number of guns would be returned, as 
he should fire in coming to anchorin sight of the — 
Quéén Charlotte. Sir Edward Thornborough did 
not think proper to refuse this civility, Whigh cir- 
cumstence has occasioned the London edftor to 


|lexpress much regret at such an abandonment of 7 


their superiority. ‘lve time may not besfar distant 
when they may not consider it 2 comlege@nsion to 
acknowledge-our equality, , . 
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LETTERS FROM WASHINGTON 
of Dae CONSTITUTION, Laws AND PUBLIC GHARAC- 
TERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
By @ Foreigner. 
” The editor deems it necessary for the satisfac- 
tion of his readers, to state the manner in which 
the fo!iowing letters fell into his hands. A gen- 
tleman of his acquaintance, in travelling to a 
neighboring city, not long since, lodged at an Inn, 
onthe road. In the course of the evening the | 
inn-keeper informed him that a portmanteau had 
been Jeft in his house, some days previously by a 
strange gentleman, whose name he could not 
fearn. As the portgianteau was not lock: > he 
had the curiosity to examine its contents, and 
found among some articles ef clothing a number 
ef papers, which he requested his guest to read ; 
who, on examination, found them to be copies 
of letters written to a friend in England, and con-| 
tained sgme views of the American constitution, 
and cha delineations of our proininent 
public men, which ‘he considered possessed 
no little interest. The country landlord not 
knowing their value, readily consepted that our 
friend should take charge of them, and do with 
them what he pleased. To the person to whom 
he supposed they belonged, he addressed a letter 
juforming him of the manner in which he came 
im possession of the papers, and requested per- 
mission to make them public. this letter, it 
would appear, followed him to Canada, from 
whence he replied, and assented to the request, 
on condition, that the names of the gentlemen 
“concerned, should not be disclosed. Such is 
briefly the history of the following letters, as 
communicated to the « r of the National Re- 
gister, which are now made public, and which it 
imbelieved will be foung! highly interesting to 
American readers. It is intended to publish them 


LETTER 1. 

Wasaincrox, ~~, 1818. 
Lonn B....... 

You have imposed on me, my lord, a task-which 
I fear will be neither edifying to you nor agréea- 
dle to myself; but as you have required it, friehd- 
ship will net suffer me to refuse, and I hasten to 
comply with your request, as. far as’ my ability 
and limited means of information Will enable me. 
It is necessary fof me to premise, that the objett 
which broyght-me, to Washington, has entirely 
@iled. ‘whe American government, though young, 


ers sew EVENT SATURDAY, BY JOEL K. MrAD, AT FIVE DOLLARS PER ata. 
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Experience, it is said, is the best school.of wit 
dom; but here is a nation in its iefancy, and 
without the knowledge ‘which age gives to the 
govérnments of the old world—as subtle, a 
cautions and circumspect as any in Europe. 
would think that like the Minerva of the ve 
the American people had sprung, at once, into 
full and vigorous maturity, without the imbecilay 
of infancy, or the tedious process of gradual pros 
They possess none of the thoughtless 
Toenttiin inconsiderate confidence of youth ; 
but are, already, distinguished by the cold and 
cautious policy of declining life, rendered suspi- 
civus by the intposing plausibility and. blasting 
villainy of the world. We have been deceived, 
my lord, by the i and misrepresentations 
of men who themselves travellers; and 
who, I find, were wholly unacquainted with the 
American character, and totally ignorant ‘of the 
American Constitution. On such sources as these 
you must not depend for correct information j= 
they are fallacious and deceitful, false and exag- 
gerated. Those who hive furnished. this informa. 
tion are men, you kndW, my lord, who have either 
been bribed to calumniate and detract, for an ob- 
ject with which you cannot row be unacquainteds 
or the refuse of society, ejected from our prisoriiy 
without intellect, without. knowledge, and with. 
out honor. 1 have thought it my duty, merely to 
| mention these things to you, that you may here- 
after give to the information whieh those travef- 
ling ephemera afford, that credit only to which 
it is entitled, and that the character of the Ame- 
rican government and people may be seen by 
you through a medium Jess obscuted by preju- 
dice and falsehood than the one you have been 
constrained previously to employ. 

I cannot, from my observation of this govern- 
ment, accord in sentiment with our coutitryman, 
Pope, who in the fine didactic poem which is said 
to have been suggested to him by the eloquent, 
but mistaken Bolingbroke, observes, 

* Bor forms of government Ict fools contest, 
Whatever is best administered is best.” 

There is a peculiarity in the organization of 
some governments which precludes the possibili- 
ty of a bad or oppressive administration. ‘Where 
laws and not men rule, despotism must be un- 
known, and oppression but little undezstood.— 
Such is the fact here. The people of this coun- 
try seem, scarcely to feel the government under 


* We arcatia lass to know whatthe wrftet alladed th. 
Editere. 





"74 too wary and cautious to yield an advantage to 


“ —¥OL? V. ii 
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which they live ; and their respect and regard for 


the laws, s@s Beaujour, “are so great, that the |) 


least arbitrary act would revolt the most depend. 
ent citizen, while he obeys the meanest officer 
who speaks in the name of the law ; and he would 
deliver ap 4 friend and a brother who should at- 
tempt to elude it."+ ‘These laws are uniform 
and equal; not enacted for the benefit of the few 
and the oppression. of the many; but they are 
numerous, complicated and often difficult to be 
understood ; equals no doubt, but frequently im 
optrative ; and in some of the states so blended 
and amalgamated with the absurdities and foole- 
ries of our common law, as to render it acode not 
easily comprehended as a science. Professors 
of jurisprudence have, therefore, become almost 
innumerable, and the great end of all laws, the 
Security and protection of the citizens, is in some 
degree defeated. It is to the multiplicity and.am- 
biguity of the laws of his age, that Tacitus has 
ascribed most of the miseries which were then 
experienced ; and this evil will always be felt 
where the laws are ambiguous and numerous. In 
vain do the Americans urge that their laws have 
been bottamed on those of Kngland, the wisdem 
and excellence of which have been so highly and 
* extravagantly eulogized; but the difference, as 
Mably correctly observes, between the situation 


of this country’and that is prodigious ;+ the go- 
vernment of the one was formed in an age of re- 


finement and civilization ; and that of the other 
amidst the darkness and barbarism of feudal igno- 
rance. In most of the staies the eivil and criminal 
code is defective; and the latter like that of 

raco, often written in blood. Why does not 
each state form a code of laws for itself, and cast 
off this slavish dependence on Great Britain, 
whom they pretend so much to dislike? Why do 
they not adopt the plan of Napoleon, and form 2 
eivil and criminal code that may serve as a model 
of excellence to the world ? The Americans have 
all the wisdom, intelligence and virtue necessary 
for such an enterprize, and I hope the day is not 
far distant, when this admirable.object will be ac 
complished. On this subject, however, you will 
excuse my brevity ; I may, perhaps, take an op- 
portunity, on some other occasion, to dwell more 
at large on the spirit and tendency of the Ameri- 
can laws. At present you will pardon my liberty in 
calling your attention to a rapid view af the Consti- 
tution of the American government, which has 
excited so much astonishment and admiration in 
Kurope. It was a prevalent opinion among the 
ancients, originating from policy or superstition, 
cuat their laws and government sprang from a di- 
vine origin. ‘This delusion was industriously pro- 

+ Beaujour’s sketches of the United States. 

$ Observations sur !e govt. et les loise des U.S, ps 2%. 
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pagated by the Greeks and the Romans, and you 
will excuse me when E assert, that some nations 
of modern times, have not been less,industrious in 


establishing this prejudice. Jupiter is said te 
have dictated to Minos the laws of Crete ; Apollo 
those ef Lacedemon to Lycurgus; and Egerea 
those of Rome to Numa; in short, almost every 
nation, both ancient and modern, has had a go- 
vernment or ruler springing from divine inspira- 
tion, or elevated by super-human aid. I know 
you will say this is extraordinary language for a 
British lord, whose policy and reason combine to , 
dictate the propagation and extension of the not 
yet obsolete doctrine of the divine right of kings ; 


but as this is only to meet your eye, it may be well 
as friends, to communicate to each other without 


reserve or disguise, our real sentiments; and to 








hay a~Je, for a moment, the prejudices of birth 
and education, ona subject into which they never 
should be introduced. The Constitution of this 
country is, I believe, universally acknowledged to 
be the production of human intellect, aided, per- 
haps, by divine inspiration; but not the emina- 
tion of a divinity.¢ It is the only constitution lite. 
rally speaking, in the world, for by agom#titution, f 
mean an original written compact, entezed into by 
the members of society, in which a distinct and spe- 
cific form of government is delineated and esta- 
vlished.§ To a person of your enlarged views 
and enlightened mind, it is scareely necessary to 
repeat that according to this definition, which 
will be admitted to be correct, England, notwith- 
standing all the eulogies of Deloime and other 
political writers, has no constitution, in fact— 
though its government must be allowed to be 
more capable of dispensing to its citizens a great- 
er degrée of civil liberty than almost any other in 
Europe. It is ov this account that Delolme con- 
siders it a magdel of ection; but Delolme 
wrote before the American constitution had been 
organized, and put into operation. His opinidus 
'were, therefore, correct, so far as his information 
extended but I am disposed to think, had he’ 
written at a more recent period, and written with- 

¢ Mackintosh in his defence of the French Revolution re- 
marks that every government now existing in the world (ex- 
cept that of'the United States) has been fortuitously formed, 
and does not owe its exisience to the free consent of the people. 
This is undeniable. 

§ A constitution, according to Paine, is not a thing in name 
only, but in fact. It has not an ideal but a real existence ; 
and wihienever it cannot be produced in a visible form there is 
none. A constitution is a thing antecedent to a government ; 
anda government is only the creature of-a constitution. 

» A constitution, says judge Patterson, is the form of govern- 
ment delineated by the-mighty hand of the people, by whieh 
certain first principles of fundamental laws se established— 
The constitution is certain and fixed ; it contains the perma- 
nent will of the people, and is the supreme Jaw of the land.— 





It is the work or will of the people themselves, in theif’ origi 
nal, sovereign andl unlimited capacity, 
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out prejudice or interest, hie would have been 
constrained to acknowledge the superior excel- 
lence and perfection of this great charter of Ame- 
rican freedom. You must not think, my lord, that 
} have become an enthusiast, or that I lové my 
king and country less than 1 have done. You are 
conscious that a man may be permitted to express 
his unprejudiced opinions wher the occasion re- 
quires it, with®ut diminution of attachment ora 
change of sentiment in relation to those objects 
which are dear and interesting to his feelings; 
but if I should utter any thing offensive, you will, 
Iam sure, ascribe it to the proper source—the 
candor of my character. With a view then that 
you may the more perfectly understand the nature 
of this constitution, I will briefly exhibit the points 
in which the British and American governments 
differ. 
Ix ENGLAND, IN AMERICA, 

fst. The king posseses There is no king, the 

imperial dignity. president acts as the 

chief magistrate of the 
ration only. ( 

®d. This imperial dig- The presidency lasts on- 

nityishereditary and _ly four years. 

perpetual. 
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9th. He is the univer- THE president has no- 





34. The king has the The president can do nei- 
sole power of mak-- ther withont the con- 
ing war& peace, & ~— sent of congress. 
of forming treaties 
with foreignpowems. 

4th.The kingalonecan The president has nosttch 
levy troops, build power, this is vested in 
fortre@¥es and equip — congress. 
fléets; 


Sth. He is the sourge 
of all judicial power 
and the head of all 
the tribunals of the 
nation. 

6th. He is the fountain 
of all honor, office 
and privilege, can 
create peers and dis- 
tribute titles and dig- 
nities. 

7th. He is at the head 


of the nationalchurch | 


The executive has only 
the appointment of 
judges with the con- 
sent of the senate and 
is unconnected with the 
judiciary. 

The president has no 
such power... There is 
ne titles, and he can 
only appoint to office 
by gnd with the con: 
sent of the senate. 

There is mo éstablished 


% Church: 








and has supreme con 
trol over it.” 

8th. He is the superin- 
tendent of commerce 
regulates the weights 
and measures and can 
alone coin money and 

“give currency to fo 

reign Fine 


The president has, no 
such power. 





its 


sal proprietor of the thing to*do with the 


kingdom. property of the U. S. 
10th. The king’s person The president is nothing 
is sacred andinviolate more than: an _indivi- 


dual, is amenable like 
all civil officers, and 
and gan dono wrong. _— considered as capable 
of doing wrong as any 
* other citizen. 
11th. Our legislature Where are no nobles, 
containg#a house of and both houses of 
lords, 300 nobles congress aré elected. 
whose. seats, honors 

and privileges are he- 

I presume it will Be unnecessary to adduce 
more points of ditfereyce to illustrae the nature’, 
of the American government ; these are, I think, 
sufficient to convince you of the entire democra- 
tic tendency of the Constitution of the United 
States, and of the érror under which you have 
hbored, in believing that but few differences, and 
those immaterial and unimportant, existed be- 
tween our government and this. We have, in- 
deed, in common the habeas corpus and the, trial 
by jury, the great bulworks of civil liberty, but in 
almost every other particular they disagree. 

The first branch of the American governments 
[ shall consider is the executive. The President 
is chosen by electorsin the different states com- 
posing the union, who are equal in number to 
the representativés in congress. His petiod of 
service is four years; hut to qualify him for this 
station, he must be a native citizen of the United 
States, and at least thirty-five years of age at the 
time of election. This election is conducted in 

manner much less complicated than that of the 
Doge of Venice and Genoa, which you nay pep. 
ceive by a glinte at the constitution I send you 
The President’s title, says Mi. De La Croix, n’est 
ni celui de roi, nicelui de duc; ce n’est ni un 
monarque, ni unchef, ¢’ést un president. His 
power is, I think, rather too much: limited ang 
controled, for a vi and ene! e 

Ete 
hberty of the people from this power; but much 
procrastination and delay in periads of extreme 
emergency may flow from the citcumseribed na- 
ture of his authority ; liable to impeachment and 
dismissal from office for the commission of trea- 
son and other high crimes and misdemeanors, he 
may do much good, but he can do no ¢ssentiaf 
wrong.’ The powers he derives from the consti- 
tution, ‘are, in fact, mere’ duties, which, by a lit’ 
tle metaphysical refinement, may be so attenua- 
ted and enlarged ax to embrace almost. every 


—he is accountable 
to no human power, 


} thing, and to stford-a field for the moat subtle amd 
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endless speculation. “The influence and patron- 
age of the executive are, however, still very con- 
siderable ; but I do not think, they will ever be 
dangerous. His powers I will briefly enumerate, 
that you may see the affinity between the British 
and American executives.’ The President ‘s er 
officio commandét in chief of the army and navy 
of the United States, and of the militia of the dif- 
ferent states when called into service ; but this 
call can only be made By congress, and the states 
respectively have the power of appointing the 
officers of the militia—He has the p@wer to re- 
prieve and pardon all offences against the United 
States, except in cases of impeachment. The 
king on the contrary, pardons in ali cases what- 
ever—The President has the power to make 
treaties, ‘but it must be by. and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, and the concurrence 
of two thirds present, and these treaties become 
part of the supreme law of the land. The power 
I have just mentioned is involved in some 4diffi- 
culty and embarrassment. The treaty making 
power which is here vested in the Executive and 
Senate, is uncontrolled.{ The senators not being 
considered as civil officérs, are not’as in Eng- 
land, liable to impeachment. Should the Presi- 
dent and Senate therefore conspire to make a 
treaty dishonorable to the nation, and to over- 
step the limits of their authority, I see no consti- 
tutional possibility of obviating the evil, or of 
punishing the culprits. The President may in- 
deed be impeached, but his judges are the very 
men who have united with him in committing the 
errors, and they eannot but be improper judges. 
In addition, it may be necessary to obscrve, that 
many cases will occur, in which the constitutional 
powers of the House of Representatives are in- 
volved—Let us suppose for example, that a treaty 
of alliance is entered into with a foreign power, 
in which supplies of money and munitions of war 
are to be furnished by the United States. ‘These 
cannot be constitutionally appropriated, but by 
the concurrence of the popular branch of the 
national legislature; and yet, this treaty must be 
binding, without the consent or even the knowl- 
edge of that branch—Such are the difitculties and 
absurdities of this part of the constitution. His 
next power which gives him, as I have already 
stated, such extensive influence and patronage, is 
that of nominating, and with the consent of the 
senate, appointing ambassadors, ministers, con- 
suls, judges, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are established by 
law—He also commissions these officefs, in 


tSee Appendix to Tucker's Blackstone, debates on the 
Treaty making power, and a Review of Question, in whom 
has the constitution vested the Treaty making power. From 
tis much informatjon may be received, 4 
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some cases, has the so'e appointment, and fills 
up all vacancies that may occur during the re- 
cess. Under this head much discussion has tak- 
en plac:. As the constitution provides, that ‘all 
civil officers of the United States shall be remo 
ved on impeachment and conviction of treason, 
bribery and other high crimes:‘and misdemeanors, 
it has been contended that the President has not 
the power of dismissing from office; but the 


‘question is now settled, and } believe it is gener- 


ally conceded, that the poer of creating in this 
case, necessarily implies the power of destroying, 
which you will perceive, is a metaphysical de- 
duction; the'President can convene both houses 
of congress upon any extraordinary occasion, and 
adjourn them if ‘any disagreement about the pe- 
riod of adjournment, should ‘arise between them, 
In relation to his duties, he is bound to give to 
congress, from time to time, information of the 
state of the union, and recommend sych mea- 
sures as he may think conducive to the public 
interest—he must also see that the laws be fuith- 
fully executed, and the oath which he is obliged 
to take before he enters upon the duties of his 
high and important station, compels him to “pre- 
serve, protect and defend the constitution of the 
United States.” The last power which I shall 
mention, is of a legislative character, and consti- 
tutes him eb-modo, a bignch of that department. 
No bill, resolution, vote, or order of congress, 
can take effect, until it be presented to him for 
his approbation; if this begiven, the measure is 
final, if not, it is sent back with his reasons, and 
the subject is further considered; if,, after this, 
two thirds of both houses still adhere, the:mes- 
sure, notwitlistanding his disapprobation, is adop- 
ted. Unhke the king, who. can do no wrong; the 
President is considered a fal ible being, and capa- 
ble of the commission of crimes of 1» ordina- 
ry magnitude. He is, therefore, made liable 
to impeachment, like all other civil officers 
of the United States, and upon conviction, can 
be dismissed from office. Through the me- 
dium of elections, the American executive is 
amenable to the people, by whom he is indi- 
rectly chosen, and this responsibility not only 
checks and restra‘ns him, but all those to whom 
power has been delegated, within proper limits; 
such is the executive kranch of the Amcricamgo- 
vernment. The constitution has been founded 
on the theory, that all power necessarily emi- 
nates from the people,t and from long and serir 
ous reflection, 1 cannot but yield my assent to 
the correctness and reasonableness of this theory. 
History manifests the impolicy of taking power 
from the people, and condensing and accumulat- 
ing it into one mass, and thus yielding up to one 
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man or body of men, the right of regulating their, two months after receiving the certificate of his 


political concerns. It will be tound, as Beccaria 
very justly observes, that “in every society there 
js an effort continually tending to confer on one 
part the height of power and happiness, and to 
reduce the other to the extremes of weakness 
and misery; the intent of good laws is to oppose 
this effort, and diffuse their infuence universally 
and equally. Acting on this principle, the Ame 
yican constitution has therefore, so circumscribed 
the executive authority, and so equally extended 
it to the other co-ordinate branches of govern- 
ment, that the people are in no danger of being 


shackled by the trammels of despotism, or of 


loosing their intrinsic and unalienable rights. 
‘The second branch of this government is the 
Jegislature—this consists.of a Senate and House 
of Representatives; the members cf the latter 
are chosen every two years by the people, a 


those of the former, every six years by the legis-j{" 


latures of the different states. It is in this branch 
that the American government_differs from the 
republics of ancient and modern times, it is this 
which makes it not a pure, but a representative 
democracy, it is this which gives it such a deci- 
ded ascendancy and superiority over all the go- 
vernments in the world. Experience has demon- 
strated the impracticability of assembling a nu- 
merous collection of people, to frame laws, and 
their incompetency when assembled, of judicious 
deliberation and prompt and unbiassed decisions. 
The passions of illiterate and unthinking men, 
are easily roused into action and inflamed to 
madness; artful and designing demagogues are 


too apt to take advantage of thosé, imbecilities of 
our nature, and to convert them to the basest of 


purposes, [To be continued.] 
pers 


REPORT 


Of the committee of elections, on the petition of C. 
Hammoud, contesting the seat of Saml. Herrick. 

. sanvarr 5, 1818. 

Mr, Tar.or, from the committee of elections, to 
which was referred a memorial of C. Hammond 
contesting the right of Samuel Herrick to a 

’ seat in this house, delivered in the following re- 
port? 

That on the 19th December, 1810, Mr. Her- 

rick was appointed attorney of the United States 
for the district of Uhio, which office he accepted, 
and held until his resignation thereof, on the 29th 

November, 1817. In October, 1816, he was elec. 

ted one of the representatives of the state of Ohio, 

for the fifieenth congress. ‘The result ofthe elec- 
tion’ was publicly announced on the 7th January, 

1817, in he presence of the senate of that static. 

On the 15th September, 1817, the governor exe- 

cuted acertificate of Mr. Herrick’s election, ac- 

cording to the law of Ohio, which was received 
by him on or about the 30th of the same montha— 

Mr. Herrick, therefore, continued in office alin 

ye months after the fonrth of March Jast, and 





election. It does not appear on the part of the 
memorialist, and it is denied on the part of Mr. 
Herrick, that he performed any act as attorney of 
the United States, after the said 30th September. 
He, however, continued in office, was ie to 
perform its duties, and was entitled to its salary, 
until his resignation. Congress me , December 1, 
1817, and Mr. Herritk took his seat on that day 
in the house of representatives. 

The 6th section of the first article of the con- 
stitution provides, that’ “no person holding any 
office under the United States, shall be a member, 
in either house during his continuance in effice.’ 
The incompatibility is not limited to exercising an 
office, and at the same time, being a member of 
either house of congress; but itis equally extended _ 
to the case of holdi at is, havi keeping, 
possessing, or retaining, on office, under such cir- 
If the membership of Mr, Herrick 
commenced either on the 4th of March or the 
30th of September, 1817, he has vacated that meme 
nomhiy by holding an office incompatible there- 
w 


We do not find that the question of incompato 
bility has been agitated in the house of represen- 
tatives on more than two-occasions. The first case 
was that of John P. Van Ness, which occured due 
ring the second session of the seventh congress.— 
The committee of elections were then instructcdto 


after his election, and after he had a seat 
as a member, accepted and.exercised the office of 
a major of militia, under the authority of the U. 
States, within the territory of Columbia. Mr. Van 
Ness freely admitted the fact, us alleged, and 
thereupon the house unanimously resolved that 
he had thereby forfeited his right\to a seat as a 
member of that house. 

The other case was that of Philip Barton Key, 
decided at the firs: session of the tenth congress. 
Mr. Key’s seat was impeached, among other 
grounds, upon this ; that, at the time.of his elec- 
tion, and until a few days, either before or after 
he ‘ook his seat, he held, from the British govern- 
ment, in his own. right and name, the half-pay 

sension of a captain of infantry. The facts were 

riefly these ; Mr. Key se as an officer in the 
| Briti army, without the limits of the U. States, 
| from 1778 to 1783, when the corps to which he 
belonged was disbanded, and the officers pioewd 
on half pay. The pension was paid eitherfor the 
benefit of himself or his assignee, until the month 
of December, 1805, when he received six months 
ay;*in January, 1806, he wrote to his agent in 

» directing him to resign his claim to half- 
pay, and also to rank, if any could be su to 
exist; but it did not appear that any thing had 
been done in pursuance of that letter, nor indeed 
that it ever had been received by his t. 

Cnthe 6th of October, 1806. Mr. Key e'ect. 
ed a representative of the state of Maryland, for 
two years, commencing on the fourth of March, 
1807. On the 24th October following, he address- 
ed aletter to Mr. Erskine, then his Britannic 
majesty’s ambassador-at Washington, referring to 
the written to his agent, and repeating his 
resi nin a formal manner. ‘This letter was 
not delivered to Mr. Erskine until the 28th or 29th 
of October, which was two or three days afterthe 
meeting of congress, and after Mr. Key had tu- 
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ken his écat in the louse of representatives. Up- 
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on these facts the house decided that Mr. Key was 
entitled to his seat. 

In regard to the several cases of Messrs. Tur- 
ner, Dawson, and others, tnentioned ip the answer 
marked C. filed by Mr. Holmes, on the patt of 
Mr. Herrick, we think a single remark sufficient. 
it does not appear that the house of representa- 
tives was made acquainted with the existence of 
these cases. It cannot, therefore, be considered 
to have acquiesced in that of which it was igno- 
rant. 

The decisich of the house of commons, under 
the statutes 5, William and Mary, cliap.7; 11 
William III. chap. 2; and 12 and 13 William Ml. 
chap. 10, may serve to shed some light upon the 
subject under consideration. The first of the 
statutes enacts, that no member of the house of 
commons shall, at any time, be concerned, direct- 
ly or indirectly, pr any other in trust, for him, in 
the framing, collecting, or managing, any of the 
duties granted by that or any future act of parlia- 
ment, except the commissioners of the treasury, 
and the officers and commissioners for managing 
the customs ahd excise. The second act extends 
the disqualification to officers of the excise, decla. - 
ing them incapable of sitting, voting, or acting as 
members; and the last mentioned act applics the 
same provisions to all officers of the custonts. 

Many members of the house of commons were 
at different times, expelled for violations of these 
statutes; but the facts are reported in terms so 
general, that it is impossible in most cases to de- 
termine whether the offence was committed be- 
fore or after. the member took his seat in the 
house. We find, however, two cases where the 
particulars are stated The first case was decided 
on the 13th February, 1683, under the act above 
mentioned of the 5 William and Mary. It is the 
case of Mr. Montagu; and it is stated as follows 
by Hatsell in his precedents of praccedings in 
the house of commons. The new parliament was 
made returnable on the 24th of August, 1698, and 
was directed to sit for the despatch of business on 
the 29th of November. Mr. Montagu had been 
a commissioner of stamp duties, but in the coim- 
mission which passed in September 1698, he was 
left out; it appeared that he had acted under the 
former commission till the 4th of. Uctober, 1498. 
But having intormed the house that he did not 
rjuali’s; himself asa member till the 29th of No- 
vember, and so conceived himself not to be with- 
in the law, he is, upon the question called in to 
take his place, and a cqmmittce is appointed to 
draw up and state the matter of fact. It does not 
appear that the committee ever made report. 

The other case is reported as follows. On the 
Sth of February, 1708, sir Richard Allen, was, on 
the hearing of his petition, declared to be duly 
elected fer Dunwith. On the 7th of February he 
surrenders an office in the customs for life to 
which he had been appointed in May, 1678. On 
the 8th of February this surrender is enrolled, 
and on the 9th of February, he. desires the sense 
of the house before he takes his seat on the 
clause of the 12 and 13 of William LLL. chapter 
10, whieh relates to the officers of the customs ; 
pnd, upon reading the letters patent and surren- 
ler, he % permitted to take his seat. 

Persons elected to the house of commons be- 
come at one time members for certain purposes, 
and at another time for other purposes. This, 
ymmediately upon exechting the indenture of re- 
turn by the shenff or other #eturning officer, the 
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person elected becomes entitled to the privile 
of franking, although the day at which the pee. 
ment is made returnable may not have arrived. 
Yet he is not a member, for he may thereafter be 
a candidate for election in another district, at any 
time before the parliament is made returnable, 
and the return actually filed in the crown office. 
From the time last mentioned, he becomes a 
member so far that he cannot be a candidate for 
another district, but yet may thereafter hold an 
office intompatible with membership, and upon 
resigning his office, he mav immediate} qualify 
and take his seat in the house. It has often been 
decided by their committee of elections that a 

erson helding an office incompatible with mem. 

ership is, nevertheless, capakie of prosecuting 
his claim toa seat. After examination ofall the 
parliamentary registers, histories, and journals, 
within our reach, we have found no case where a 
person elected to the house of commons was 
brought in on a call of the hous, before he had 
voluntarily appeared, qualified, and taken his seat, 
nor do we find any instance of a person having 
been expelled until after such time. 

A very particular case occurred on the 10th of 
February, 1620; sir John Leech having been du- 
ly elected a member of the house of commons, ané 
appearing to take the oaths of allegiance and su- 
premacy, was asked, whether he had not already 
sat in the house of parliament, in violation of the 
statute. He confessed that, on the Wednesday 
morning previous, he did sit in the house a quar- 
ter of an hour being unsworn. For this offence 
sir John was not expelled, but it was resolved that 
he was disabled to serve in the house; and anew 
writ of election was issued to supply the vacancy, 
in the same manner as if no election and return 
had taken place. The same course of proceed- 
ing has been pursued when a person, duly elect- 
ed and returned, comes into the house and_refu- 
ses tobe sworn. Such was the case of Mr. Arch- 
dale, in the year 1698, who, being elected and re- 
turned, came into the house of commons and said 


he was ready to.serve if his affirmation of allegi-' 


ance could be accepted instead of his oath. The 
house resolved that it could not. Mr. Archdale, 
still declining to take the oath, was refused admits. 
tance toa seat, and a new writ was issued to sup: 
ply his place. This case is more peculiat, be- 
cause a person elected to the house of commong 
cannot relinquish his right to a seat either before 
or after qualification, otherwise than by accepting 
an incompatible office. But by refusing to be 
sworn, he may do that indirectly which he is not 
permitted to dodirectly. We have seen several 
similar cases which occurred in the colonial as- 
sembly of New York, but not now having access 
to the journals, we are unable to report the par. 
ticulars. 

Persons elected and returned to the house of 
coramons may be chosen members of committees 
before they appear and qualify. But it is ollowed 
for areason similar to that which, in courts of 
law, permits a declaration to be filed de benne 
esse before the defendant appears in court. In 
both cases the act is conditional; and it is ineffec- 
tual, unless the condition of appearance be per- 
formed. 

The practice of this house, which does not. al- 
low the appointment Of persons to be members of 
committees until they shall have taken their seats, 
fig obviously More reasonable and convenient than 
the others: It was derided, as early ps the fizst 
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we do not think he could be said. to have been a 
member of tliat body, which had no existence un- 
til after his death. We say, which had no exis- 
tence; for we consider that conceit altogether 
fanciful, which represents one congress succeed- 
ing to another, as members of the same corpora- 
tion. It has no foundation either in fact or in the 
theory of our government. Each house of repre- 
sentatives is a distinct legislative body, having no 
connexion with any preceding one. " It commen- 
ces its existence, unrestrained by any rules or 
regulations for the conducting of business, which 
were established by former houses, and which 
were binding upon them. It prescribes its’ own 
course of proceeding, elects its officers and de- 
signates their duties. Even joint rules for the 
vernment of both houses of congress, are not 
inding upon a new house of representatives, un- 
less expressly cstablished by it. Although the 
fourteenth congress had never assembled, the fif- 
teenth would have met ander the constitution, 
clothed with every legislative power, as.amply as 
it was enjoyed by the thirteenth. The constitu- 
tion does not define the time for which represen- 
tatives shall be chosen. It is satisfied, provided 
the choice take place at any time in every second 
year. The rest is left to the discretion of each 
state. Accordingly, in some states, representa- 
tives are usually chosen for one year and seven 
months, and in other states for a longer time, 
The privilege of exemption from arrest, grant. 
ed by the constitution to representatives before ' 
a meeting of the house, and after its adjournment 
furnishes no argument in favor of their member. 
ship at such times. Exemption from arrest is a 
privilege as old as the parliament of England — 
‘There it is extended, not only to’ members, but 
to their servants, horses and carriages. Our con- 
stitution adopts the very words of the common 
law, but restricts the privilege to members. In 
both countries the object is the same, not the be- 
netit of the member, but of the public service. — 
It is an essential incident to the right of being re- 
presented and a consequence of that right. But 
that membership is not co‘extensive with the en- 
joyment of that, privilege, is manifest, from the 
consideration that such a construction miglit make 
the members of one congress continue in office, 
not only after the congress had expired, but also 
after the next congress was actually in session, 
This construction, therefore, is not only absurd, 
but it serves to illustrate the fallacy of that sug- 
gestion, which fancies the representatives of one 
congress, succeeding, to the seats of their prece- 
cessors, as members of the same corporate body. 
The privileges of franking letters and exemp- 
tion from militia duty, are not granted by the cor- 
stitution, They are established by Jaw, and lia- 
ble to be changed at the will of the government. 
They have been extended and may be restricted 
as public convenience shall require. Previous to 
the last congress, the privilege of franking was 
not enjoyed until after the commencement of 
each session. Hut as that does net prove nega- 
tively that persons elected to the house of repre. 
sentatives, were not members before that time— 
so the existing law does not prove affirmatively 
that they are. It is true, that the words “ mem- 
bers of the house of representatives,” are used 
as descriptive of the persons to whom the privi- 
lege is granted, but it certainly was used without 
intending ae to express an opinion, much 
less te deci le, when membership commences ang 


gession of the second congress, in the case of Jno, 
F. Mercer, who was chosen to supply a eee 
in the representation of the state of Marylan 
occasioned by the resignation gf William Pink- 
ney, that a representative elect might decline his 
election before taking a seat, and before the first 
session of the congress to which he was elected. 
We do not find that the question has since been 
agitated, although similar cases have often occur- 
red. Our rule in this particular is different from 
that of the house of commons; it is also better, 
for it makes our theory conform to what is fact 
in both countries, that the act of becoming in re- 
ality a member of the house, depends wholly upon 
the person elected and returned. Election does 
not of itself constitute membership, although the 
period may have arrived at which the congres- 
sional term commences. This is evident from the 
consideration, that all the votes given at an elec: 
tion may not be received by the returning officer 
jn season to be counted, whereby a person not 
elected may be returned, and take the seat of one 
who was duly elected. Neither does a return ne- 
cessarily confer membership, for if he in whose 
favor it be made should be prevented taking a 
seat at the organization of a house of representa- 
tives, he might find, upon presenting himself to 

ualify, that his return has been superseded by 
the sdmission of another person into the seat for 
which he was returned. Bi 

Atan election, held in the state of Georgia, in 
October, 1804, Thomas Spalding was duly chosen 
a representative to the ninth congress; but be- 
cause the votes of three counties were not re- 
turned to the governor, within twenty days after 
the election, Cowles Mead received a certificate, 
and took his seat. Mr. Spalding afterwards pre 
sented his petition. The house vacated Mr. 
Meade’s seat, and admitted Mr. Spalding. 

In April, 1814, Doctor Apes oa was elected 
a representative of the state of New York, to the 
fourteenth congress ; but by reason of a clerical 
error, of certain inspectors, in returning certifi- 
cates of votes to the office of the county clerk, 
general Smith was declared duly elected, and a 
certificate of election was accordingly delivered 
to him; but he having omitted to take a seat at 

































ninth day#thereafter, declared not entitled, and 
thereupon Dr. Willoughby was admitted in his 
stead. , 
several other cases might be cited where per- 
sons were returned, who never in fact: became 
members, and where others. became members 
who were not returned. Neither de election and 
réturn create membership. These acts are noth- 
ing more than the designation of the individual, 
who, when called upon, in the manner prescribed 
by law, shall be authorized to claim title to a seat 
—This designation however, does not confer a 
perfect right, for a pefson may he selected by the 
people, destitute of certain qualifications, without 
which he cannot be admitted to a seat. He is, 
nevertheless, so far the representative of those 
who clect him, that no vacancy can exist until his 
disqualification be adjudged by the hause. Yet it 
would be easy to state cases where he would not 
be permitted for a moment to occupy a seat, not- 
withstanding the regularity of his election and re- 
turn. To no practical pur could he ever 
have been a member. So also if a person duly 
ualified be elected and returned, and die before 
the organization of a house of representatives, 
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probably without-in anywise adverting to that in- 
quiry. The late war had crested claims in every 
part of tlie country, which was found convenient 
to sendy. mail to those who were elected to con- 

ress im the several districts previous to their 
erat home. ‘The law was passed with a view 
to the convenience of these public claimants, as 
wellas to that of the representatives elected.— 
We have seen that in England this privilege is en- 
joyed before the commencement of membership, 
and probably for a reason similar to that above- 
mentioned. 

It is not now necessary to inquire what con. 
struction ought to be given to the act which ex- 
empts “ members of both houses of congress” 
from the performance of militia duty. We do not 
know that it has ever received a judicial exposi- 
tion, and we presume that the practice under it, 
by the officers of the militia, furnishes no very 
high authority on the constitutional question be- 
fore us. 

In regard to the danger apprehended from ex- 
ecitive influence in the concerns of legislation, 
we might rest satisfied with the remark, that the 


business of forming a constitution, is not confided | 


tous; ours is amore humble duty; it is to ex- 
pound the text by a fiir interpretation; we can 
nei'her add nor diminish ; the object of our in- 
quiry is, not what ought to be, but what is. 

Whuever looks into the constitution, will find 
provisions to guard the entrance of the legisla- 
tive hall against those whose personal and imme- 
diate interest would be advanced, by perpetuat- 
ing offices and increasing salaries; but he will 
find none for the purpose of excluding the influ- 
ence of executive patronage. She framers of 
the constitution either did not apprehend-danger 
from that source, or they thought it impracticable 
to prevent it without hazarding still greater mis- 
chief. The great offices of the union are objects 
of high and honorable ambition; they are left as 
open to the members of this house as to others, 
and they can only be obtained through executive 
favor. Nay, laws may be passed on the last day 
ofa congress, creating offices and fixing their sa- 
laries, and on the next day the mémbers, by whose 
votes they were created, may be appointed to fill 
them. The only antidote provided against an 
abuse of this pervading influence is the elective 
franchise. No dependant on the executive can 
take a scat in this house. If any member become 
such, his seat is vacated, his power returns to the 
people. By, a faithful and intelligent exercise of 
it, they may correct errors and punish delinquen- 
cy. This is the regenerating principle of the 
constitution. if this remedy fail, it will be m vain 
to look for ancther. The constitution was pro- 
vided for a brave, wise and virtuous people. If 
the citizens of the United States ever cease to de- 
serve this character, our present political institu- 
tions will be found unsuited to their condition. — 
This is the only constitutidnal answer we can give 
to the suggestion of possible danger from execu- 
tive influence 

In fine, we have examined the memorial of Mr. 
Hammond with deliberate attention, and are of 
opinion, that Mr. Herrick has 1.ot rendered him- 
self incapable of being a member of this house, 
by reason of having held the office of attorney of 
tie United States, after the 4th of March and un- 
til the 29th of November last. We subjoin here- 
to the said memorial marked “A. Mr. Herrick’s 
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Mr. Holmes on the part of Mr. Herrick > 
) t . > Ma 
s and respectfully submit the following ty 
ion: . 
Resolved, That Samuel ierrick j i ‘ 
2 eels Pian errick is entitled to 2 
(The letters oJ Mr. Herrick and Mr. Holmes 
accompanying the report, are of too great ' 
for present publication.) : _— 
wae Ten 


EXPENDITURES UNDER TUE TREATY oF GHENT. 


The following is a statement of the moni i 
at the treasury of the United States for Gehaviae 
the expenses of the commissioners, under the 
4th, 6th and 7th articles of the treaty of Ghent 
from the 26th April, 1816 to 27th Nov. 1817 in. 
clusive, as reported to congress by the secretary 
of the treasury, and read in the house of repre- 
sentatives on the 19th Feb. 1818, aud ordered to 
jie upon the table. 





Samuel Hawkins at sundry times, $11,481 
James T. Austin, do. OOO 0" 
Jno. Holmes, do. 4,500 

C. P. Van Ness, do. 12,444 

W. C. Bradley, do. 2,000 
Peter B. Porter, - do, 16,315 95 
Isaac Roberdeau, do. 423 





Total amount drawn on this appropria- 

tion on the 15th Feb. 1818, 
REMARKS. 

Samuel Hawkins settled an account in March, 
1817, on which he obtained a credit of 3,258 12 
dollars, beingths amount of his own and major 
Isaac Roberdeau’s, topographical engineer ex- 
penses, in surveying the lakes, under the direc- 
tion of the department of state, including also 
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auswér, marked B. and also an answer ‘filed by 





the expenses of chain and flag-men, $3,258 13 
Amount advanced him per statement 
herewith, 11,481 


Balance, $8,222 88 
Isaac Roberdeau has accounted for the sum of 





$429, in a settlement at the treasury, in March, . 


1817, being for his extra services performed 
with col. Samuel tlawkins, from the 9th July, 
1816, to the 14th Feb. 1817. ja 

James T. Austin, in a settlement made at the treas 
sury in December, 1817, he had the following 
credits, leaving a balance of $2,406 84 due to 
him from the United States, which remains un-. 
paid, . 

For his compensation as agent, under the 4th ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Ghent, from 11th April, 
1816, to 11th December, 1817, one year and 
eight months, at $4,444 44 per an. $7,407 40 

For the amount of the United States’ 
proportion of contingent expenses of 
the commissions, under the 4th arti- 
ticle of said treaty, 2,998 64 

Amount advanced him per 














statement herewith, $8,000 
Balance due to him 2,406 04 
--— $10,406 04 
John Holmes--no settlement, $4,500 
CP Van Ness—no settlement, $12,444 \ 
W C Bradley—no settlement, $2,000: : 
P. B. Porter—no settlement, 16,315 935 
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NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 
EiRST SESSION—FIFTLUNTH CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 
Wednesday, March 4. 
- ‘The hill regulating the pay and emoluments of 
brevet officers, Was, on motion of Mr. Storet, re- 
committed to the committee on milita affairs. 

The joint resolution directing the judges of the 
gupreme court to be furnished with Wait’s state 
papers, was read a third time and passed. 

Extinguishment of Inthan Titles. 
Mr. Williams of Miss. communicated to. the 
senate a resolution of the legislature of Miasissip- 
i, requesting their senators and representatives 
yn congress to use their best endeavors with the 
roper authority to procure the extinguishment 
of the Indian title to as much of the lands within 
th} wots ca can be procured from the different 
ttibesowning the same. 

ove acc took up for consideration the fol- 
1 «solution submitted by Mr. Talbot, on 
Tucscay + 

divovvcl, That a select committee be appoint- 
ed, to inquire into the expediency of adopting 
some measures, proper for the speedy extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title to the lands, lying within 
the limits of the state of Kentucky, and which 
is surrounded by the Tennessee, Olio and Missis- 
sippi rivers, and the Tennessee state line; and 
that such cominittce have leave to report. by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. Noble moved to insert, and within the li- 
mits of the state of Indiana which motion, the 
senate being equally divided, was carried by the 
ca ting vote of the president ; ana, 

‘Thus amended, the resolution was adopted, 
and Messrs. Talbot, King, Morrow, Campbell and 
Micon were appointed the committee. 

‘To'his committee was also conmitted, on mo- 
tion uf Mr. Williams of Miss. the resolution com- 
municated by him this morning on a similar sub- 
ject 

State Acts, Ec. 

Mr. Campbell subwitted the following resolu. 

tion: 
Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of 
extending the provisions of the law prescribing 
the mode in which the public acts, records and 
judicial proceedings in each state shal] be authen- 
ticafed, so as to take effect in every other state, 
tothe pubilic acts, records and judicial proceed. 
ings of the several territories of the United States. 

After the transaction of some other business 
the senate resumed the consideration of the reso- 
lution, proposing an amendment to the constitu- 
tion, ds it respects the e'ection of representatives 
in congress, and the electors of president and 
vice-president of the United States, and after 
sume time spent therein—They adjourned. 

Tiursday, March 5. 

The resolution from the house, for the appaint- 
ment of a joint committee to consider and report 
on a day of adjournment, was read thrice, and 
convirred in; and Messrs, Daggett, Gaillard and 
Tichenor, appointed on the part of the sen:te. 

Mr. ‘illiams of Ten. from the committee on 
military afivirs, reported \a bill to defray the ex- 


penses Fthe miltia whea yarchipg to places ot 
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cond reading. 
- Uniform Mode of Election: 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution, proposing an amendment to the con- 
stitution, so as to provide for an uniform mode 
throghout the Union, (by districts) of electing re- 

resentativesin congress, and electors ef presi- 
ent and vice-president of the United States; and, 
on the question of engrossing the resolution for 
a third neading, it was deci in thé affirmative, 
as follows : : 

YEAS—Messrs. Burrill, Campbell, Dickerson, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldborough, Hunter, Jobne . 
son, King, Lacock, Macon, Morrow, Smith, Stokes, 
Talbot, — Williams of Miss. Williams of 
Ten—18. 

NAYS—Messra. Barbour, Daggett, Eppes, Hor- 
| sey, Leake, Morrill, Otis, Roberts, Ruggles, San- 

ford, Storer, Tait, Van Dyke,—13. 
, Recovery of Fugitive Slaves, &c. 
_ The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill providing for the recovery of fugitive 
slaves, apprentices, &c. escaping from one state 
to another state or territory. But before the de- 
bate was concluded—The senate adjourned. 
Friday, March 6. 

The military committee were discha from 
the further consideration of the petition of the 
surviving officers of tiie revolutionary army, and 
the same was referred to the committee of claims, 
by a vote of 16 to 9. 

The resolution offered on. Wednesday by Mr. 
Campbell was agreed to. 

The senate then took up the bill from the 
house of representatives regulating the reclama- 
tion of fugitive slaves and indented servante, 
which yesterday gave rise to a debate. ‘lhe de- 
bate continued to dav, with the same earnestness 
as yesterday. The bill was finally postponed to 
Monday. 

To which day, after the consideration of execu- 
tive business, the senate adjourned. 


Monday, March 9. 


i Mr. ‘Williams of Ten. from the committee to 


whom was referred the bill regulating the pay and 
emoluments of brevet officers, reported. the same 
without amendment, 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, it was “ 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into.the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the authentication of patents for 
land, in such manney as that the signature of the . 
president of the United States may not be necgs- 


“The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy, was ordered to a third reading, and 
read a third time and finally passed. 

The amendments of the other house to the 
amendments of the senate to the bill concerning 
certain surviving officers and soldiers of the revo - 
lutionary war, were taken up; and all having 
been agreed to, save that which to. strike - 
out certain words, and has the effect to permit 
jthose who already receive a pension from any _in- 
: dividual state to avail themselves of the provisions 
‘of this act; on the question of concurring with 
‘this enlargement of the principle of the bill, the 
-vote stood thus : . 

YEASMees -:.. Burrill, Campbell, Crittenden, 








Dagget, EppesS i pomentin, Gaillatd; Goldshe. 
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rough, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, King, Morrill, 
Otis, Sanford, Stokes, Tait, Talbot, Tichenor, 
Van Dvke, Williams Miss. Williams of Ten.—22. 


NAYS—Messrs. Dickerson, Lacock, Leake, Ma-|| 


con, Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Smith, 
Storer.—10. 

The amendments of the house being all con- 
curred in, the bill finally passed. 

The engrossed resolution of Mr. Dickerson, 
proposing an amendment to the constitution of 
the United States, for the election of senators and 
representatives in congress, and electors of : presi- 
dent and vice-president in an uniform manner, by 
districts, throughout the United States, having 
been read .a third time, and the question being, 
** shall the resolution pass the senate ?”” the ques- 
tion was decided as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Burrill, Campbell, Crittenden, 
Dickerson, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, 
Hunter, Johnson, King, Lacock, Macon, Morrow, 
Noble, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Tichenor, Williams 
of Miss. Williams of ‘en —20. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Daggett, Eppes, Horsey, 
Leake, Morrill, Otis, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanft 
Storer, Tait, Tayler, Van Dyke—13 

So, less than two thirds of the senate having 
yotec in the affirmative, the resolve was rejected. 

Adjourned. 

TUESNAY, mance 10. 


Mr. Storer submitted for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
. and post roids be+tnstructed to inquire into the 
causes which so frequently prevent the due arrival 
‘ef the public mail. 

Mr. Goldsborough presented the memorial of the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the 
City of Washington, praying that the 12th and 
13th sections of the act of July 1, 1812, may be 
modified or repealed, to relieve them from the in- 
terference of the Levy Court, and, that the ave- 
nues and areas formed by such large publi¢ ways, 
diverging from the rectangulsr streets, with the 
trees and lamps which may de deemed useful or 
ornamental to them, may be-iinproved by the Uni- 
ted States, and placed under the direction of the 
Superintendent of the Public Buildings; or that 
such other aid be given them as to Congress may 
seem just and reasonable. 


The bill from the other House fixing the com. 
ensation of the Clerks and officers of the two 
ouses of Congress, having been so amended as to 
increase the salary of the Librarian from 1000 to 
1.500 dollars, and to hmit the bill to three years du- 
ration, was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill extending the time for the locating 
military land warrants in certain cases, was order- 
ed to a third reading. 

Some other bills received readings of course 
and one or two were further postponed. 

And the senate adjourned. 


Wednesday, March 11. 


After a long contested debate, which has octu- 
pied three or four sittings, and till five o’clock 
- this day, the, bi!l from the house of representa- 
tives, fur more effectually providing for the ap- 
prehension of fugitive slaves and indented ser- 
vants, was ordered to a third reading. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, March 2, continued, 


any legislation on. the subject, and entered at 
large into his views of the differ ition 
thoueen. om Peopetitions 

Mr. Robertson of Lou. replied, and spo ; 
in support of the piniées ke had ae 
pressed. , 

Mr. Abbott, of Georgia submitted his vi 
the inviolability of the right of expatriation! his 
reasons for ee Be the original bill, and 
those which would dictate his vote in favor of Mr 
Johnson’s proposition. ; 
£ Mr. Johnson of Va. replied to Mr. Williams, and 
further supported his amendment. 

Mr. Lowndes, spoke much at large in illustration 
and support of the opinions by him offered pre- 
viously im the debate, against the original bill, and 
in wey to various gentlemen who had supported 
the bill. tae ss 

Mr. hea followed on the same side, in a speec 
of considerable length. ’ 4 

Mr. Robertson, replied at large to Mr. Lowndes 
and others. 

Mr. Edwards stated the reasons which would 
induee him to vote on this occasion against the 
indefinite postponement. . 
The question was then taken on postponing the 
bill indefinitely, and negatived, by yeas and nays, 
as follows : 

For postponement 73 

Against postponement 88 
The question recurring on Mr. Johnson’s sub- 
stitute— 

Mr. Barbour, moved ‘to strike therefrom the 
words “enacted and.” 

After some conversation on this motion, it was 
negatived—ayes 67, noes 76. 

Mr. Pitkin, made afew femarks against the 
substitute, and was replied toby Mr. Johnson of 
Va. after whic , 
The question was taken on Mr. Johnson’s pro- 
position, and decided in the negative. 

For the amendment 64 

Against it 77 
Mr. Roberteon of Lou. then offered the substi- 
tute tothe remaining section of the bill: 

“ That in all prosecutions which may hereafter 
be instituted against any person for having en- 
gaged in military or naval service for or against 
any foreign power, when without the jumsdic¢- 
tion of the United States, who, before the com- 
mission of the fact with which he may stand 
charged, shal] have been a citizen of the United 
States but shall have exercised his right of expa- 
triation by becoming the citizen or subject of any 
foreign state or community by adoption, it shall be 
lawful for such person to give such fact of expa- 
triation in evidence upcn the general issue, and, 
if, upon the trial of such person so charged as 
aforesaid, he shall prove such fact to the satis. 
faction of the jury, he shall be discharged from 
such prosecution. 

To give time for a little reflection on this new 
proposition, Mr. Trimble moved that the amend- 
ment be laid on the table and be printed; which 
was agreed to ;—And the house adjourned. 


Tuéilay, March 3. 
Duty on Sait. 








Some other business was doug, which shalj be 
hepgafter noticed. 


Mr. Lowndgs from the committee of ways and 
means, made a report against repealing the duty 


Mr. Williams of N.C. spoke in Opposition to - 
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also took the ground against thig claim, that it was 
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on salt, which was read and referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole. 
Adjournment of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the house proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the proposition, sub- 
mitted by him a few days ago, contemplating the 
adjournment of congress on the —— day of 
March inst. ; ‘ ? 

After a debate on this subject of an hour and a 
half, it was put aside without being definitely act- 
edupon. Several other prositions were offered ; 
one to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject to first Monday in April next; ano- 
ther to fix the 20th Aprilas the day for ane 
ment; a third proposed the 10th of April. On 
this motion the yeas and nays were ordered. Mr. 

then renewed a ae —es mg —_ 
ice negatived, to lay the bill onthe . whic 
st length provailed by a vote of 81 to 78. , 

Mr. Taylor of N. ¥. offered for consideration 
the following resolution. 4 

« Resolved, That a joint committee of both hou- 
ses h¢ appointed to consider and report when the 
present session of congress may be terminated.” 

The resolution was read, once, twice, thrice, 
passed and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Baron De Kalb. 

Air. Reed of Md submitted a resolution for the 
erection of a monument for maj. gen. Baron De 
Kalb, conformably to the resolution adopted in 
eongress on the 14th Oct. 1780, which was nega- 
tived. 

Georgia Claims. 

The house then resolved itself into a cummittee 
of the whole, Mr. Bassett in the chair, on the bill 
authorizing the payment of certain claims of Geor- 
gia militiator services rendered during the years 
1793—4. 

Mr. Codd spoke at somé length, recalling the 
gttention of the house to the observations he had 
made at an early period of the session in support 
‘of this claim, and adducing some further argu- 
ments drawn from facts. not in his possession 
when he first expressed his views of the subject. 

Mr. Terreit also addressed the house in behalf 
of this claim, and enforced its merits, by a varie- 
ty of cogent arguments. 

ter some amendments had been made to the 
Aetails of the bill, a motion was made to strike out 
the first section of the bill— 

Mr. Tallmadge rose in support of the motion, 
the merits of which he examined with reference 
to the documents on which it had been sustained, 
as well as to the old age of the claim, and its re- 
peated rejections in former days, and during the 
administration of Washington, when the real na- 
ture of the claim was better understood, he said, 
than it possibly could be at the present day. He 


intended and understoud, by some of the commis- 
sioners at least, and“so reported by a com- 
mittee of the house to have been merged 
in the amount of 1,250,000 dollars, which the U. 
States agreed to pay to Georgia for the territory 
geded by that state to the United States. ‘ 

Mr Forsyth replied to Mr. Tyllmadge, point by 
point. He denied that long denial of justice 
ought to constitute an obstacle to its final award, 
or that repeated refusals ought to be plead in bar 
to a just claim. He went into a full examination 
of the grounds of the clalm which he sustained 


SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 181% 


7 


General Lincoln’s unsupported impressions rer 
specting the liquidation of this claim by the con- 
vention between Georgia and the United Stateg, . 
which had been quoted by Mr..Walimadge, he 
denied them any weight whatever, particularly 
where there was direct testimony by two other 
of the commissioners, positively denying Mr. Lin- 
coln’s impression. Mr. F. conchided his compre- 
hensive views of this question, by expressing his 
earnest hope, that justice would at length be done 
to these claimants. 
The question was then taken on striking out’ 
the first section of the bill, and decided in the ne- 
gative, 60 to 59. ee 

The committee then rose and reported the Bill 
to the house; but, before coming to any deciston 
thereon, the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, March 4. 
Privateer General Armstrong. 


Mr. Plegeante, from the maval committer,. 
made a report on the petition of capt. Samuel C. 
Reid, on behalf of the officers and crew of the 
late private armed brig General Armstrong, ac- 
companied by a bill, authorizing the distribution 
of a sum of money among the officers and crew 
of the said brig; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting, in obedi- 
ence to a resolutién of the house, the proceed- 
ings of a court martial, held in the Mediterra- 
nean during the last year, for the trial of captain 
John O. Creighton, charged with striking a mid- 
shipman under his command.’ 

he house then proceeded to’ the considera- 
tion of the remaining sectic- ~f the 
Expatriation Biil. } 

The question under consideration. being on the 
adoption of the following substitute offered by 
Mr. Robertson, of Lou. as an amendment to the 
remaining section of the bill: ‘ 

‘That in all prosecutions which may hereafteg ° 
be instituted against any person, for Rastees en- 
gaged in military or naval service, for or against 
any foreign power, when without the jurisdictiog 
of the United States, who, before the commission 
of the fact with which he may stand charged, shall 
have beén a citizen ef the United States, but shali 
have exercised his right of expatriation, by becom- 
ing the citizen or subject of any foreign state or 
community, by adoption, it shall be Jawful for 
such person to give such fact of expatfiation in 
evidence, upon the generalissue; and if, 
the trial of such person so » as -aforesal 
he shall prove such fact to.the satisfaction of the 
jury, he shall be discharged from such prosecu- 
tion.” 

After much time was spent: in endeavors to 
strike out, substitute, and insert. new words, toal- 
ter, amend, and realter this section of the bill. 
(too uninteresting to be inserted, now the fate of 
the bill is known,) the question was stated, shall 
the bill be engrossed and read a third time, and 
decided in the negative—Ayes 64, nays 75. So 
the bill was finally rejected. * 

‘Georgia Militia Claims. 

The house then took up the report of thé com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill providing for the 
payment of certain claims from the state of Geap 
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The cammittee had reported the bill filled up 
with the sum of 143,500 dollars; which amend- 
ment the house refused to concur in, 

‘Mr. Codd then. moved to fill the blank with 
140,000 dollars, which was also negatived. 

Mr. Taylor then moved its indefinite postpone- 
ment. This brought ona long and animated de- 
bate, but on the question being put for indefinite 
postponement, it was decided in the negative— 
Ayes 54, nays 64. Adjourned. 

Thursday, March 5. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill supplementary to the se- 
veral acts relative to direct taxes and internal du- 
ties ; which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Nelson from the committee on the judicia- 
Fy, teported the bill without amendment, which 
had been referred to them, for the increase of 
the salaries of the judges of the circuit court of 
the district of Cof-mbia ; which was referred 
to the committee of the whole. Alsoa bill re- 
Specting the district courts of the United States 
within the district of New York; which was twice 
nead and committed. 

Surviving Offices and Soldiers of the Revolution. 

Mr. Bloomfeld, from the committee to whom 
the subjeot was referred, having made a report 
on the amendments of the senate to the bill con- 
cerning certain surviving officers and soldiers of 
the revolution. A motion wus made by Mr. Bay- 
ley to amend the amendments of the senate so as 
to exclude those officers and soldiers who are al- 
ready on the pension list of the United States, 
or any of the individual states, which prevailed by 
a vote of 79 to 61. 

After some other amendments of detail propo- 
sed by Mr. J. S. Smith, Mr. Austin, and others, the 
question was taken on agreeing to the amend- 
ments of the senate, as amended, and agiecd to ; 
‘and the bill was returned to the senate for con- 
currence in the amendments to the amendments 
of that body. 

Georgia Militia Claims. 

The house resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the payment of services rendered by cer- 
tain Georgia militia in 1793—4, Several amend- 
ments were proposed and adopted ; but on the 
question being taken, “ shall the bill be “engross- 


ed for a third reading ?”’ it was decided by yeas 
and nays. 
Forthe bill, 70 


Against it, 90 
So the bill was rejected, and the house ad- 
journed. 
Friday, March 6. 
Major General Stark. 


Amang the petitions presented to-day was one 
by Mr. Butler, from maj. gen. John Stark, repre- 
senting his necessitous circumstances, and pray- 
ing that the bounty of the national government 
may be extended to him in the decline of his 
days, in consideration of his faithful services in 
the nce of his country; which was referred’ 
toa ct committee. 

A resolution was offered by Mr. Tucker of Va. 
and adopted, to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the’ proper accounting officers of the 
war department to audit and settle the accounts 
of Harold Smith, late a captain by brevet in the 
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fort M‘Henry, in such manner and 
terms as shall be equitable and just. ™~ he 
Branch of the General Post Office. 
On motion of Mr. Harrison, it was 


Resolved, That the committee on the post of. 
fice and post'roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing in some conven. 
ent situation in one of the western states, a branch 
of the general post office for the purpose of mak- 
ing contracts for the conveyance of the mail, an@ 
to correct abuses in that department. 


Forcing sales of Public Lands. 








On motion of Mr, Baldwin, 


Resolved, 'That- the committee on the i 
lands be instructed to inquire into the ds 
cy of providi g by Jaw for allowing to any person 
or persons, who will purchase any portion of the 
public lands, not less than one entire township, 
at two dollars an acre, bearing interest from the 
date of the purchase, an extended credit beyond 
the time allowed to purchas-rs under the existing. 
laws. " 

Expenses under the Treaty of Ghent. 


Mr. Claiborne offered the following resolution, 
which, after some debate, was Ordered to lie on 
the table. " 

Resolved; That the president of the U. States 
be requested to lay before this house a statement 
of the expenses incttrred tinder the 4th, 6th and 
7th articles of the treaty of Ghent, specifying the 
items of expenditure in relation to each. 

Jeffersonville Canutl, &9e. 

Mr. Hendrick offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into th expediency 
of authorizing the secretary of the treasury to 
subscribe, in behalf of the. United States, for any 
number of shares not exceeding 6,000, in the Jef 
fersonville Ohio Canal Company, in the state of 
Indiana. 

By the remark with which Mr, H. introcuced 
this motion, it appears, that the legislature of In- 
diana have incorporated a company for the pur- 
pose of making a canal round the falls of the Ohio 
with a capital of one million of dollars. The impor. 
tanc> of this undertaking, said Mr. H. is so inth 
mately connected with the commerce and general 
prosperity of the whole western country, is so 
obvious, and so gererally known, that many re- 
marks on the occasion would seem altogether un. 
necessary. The interests of Kentucky, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana, above those ab- 
structions, he said, were identified with the sue- 
cess of th:t work, and the interests of the low 
countries, 2nd those further west would also be 

atly promoted by removing those obstructions. 
These falls, he said, presented the only obstacle 
known to the navigation of the Ohio;’ the work 
was deemed very practicable, and one which 
might speedily be accomplished. He would pre- 
sent a charter and a more general detail to the 
committee, when they should be authorized to 
take the subject into consideration. This subject, 
he said, was important, also, in a more national 

oint of view. The ordnance. and military stores 
‘or the extensive countries of the west must pass 


southern head of lake Michigan, was the nearest 
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destined for Chicago, Michilimackinsc, fort 
ae at the outlet of lake Huron, and other 
fortifications westwardly. to the Mississippi; that 
a military road between those places presented 
itself as a measure of the utmost importance, and 
was a measure which gt a future day he should 
bring before the house. 
Internal Improvement. 

The house having gone into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee appointed 
on so much of the president’s message as relates 
to internal improvement, the following resolution, 
recommended by the select committee to the 
adoption of the house, was read : 

« Resolved, That, in order to promote and give 
security to the internal commerce among the se- 
yeral states; to facilitate the safe and expeditious 
transportation of the mails, by the improvement 
of post toads, with the assent of the respective 
states; to render more easy and less expensive 
the means and provisions necessary for the com- 


roads, with the like assent of the respective 
states; and for such other internal improvements 
as may be within the constitutional powers of the 
neral government, it is expedient that the sum 
to be paid to the United States, by the 20th sec- 
tion of the act to incorporate the subscribers. to 
the bank of the United States and the dividend 
which shall arise from their shares in its capital 
stock, be constituted a fund for internal im- 
provement.” " 

Considerable debate ensued. The committee 
rose without any question being taken, and ob- 
tained leave tosit again. Adjourned. 

Saturday, March 7. 
ABjournment of Congress. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the joint committee to 
whom the subject was referred, reported a reso- 
lution that the president of the senate and the 
speaker of the house of representatives be autho- 
nised to adjourn their respective houses on the 
13th of April next. 

The resolution was read twice, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

John Paulding’s Widow. 

On motion of Mr. Tompkins, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on pensions and 
revolutionary Claims be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of extending, for five years to the 
widow and infant children of John Paulding,: de- 
ceased, one of th¢ incorruptible captors of Major 
Andre, the annual pension heretofore granted to 
the said John Paulding for his distinguished merit. 

Canals. 

On motion of Mr. Morton, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
president’s message as relates to roads, canals, 
and seminaries of learning, be instructed td in- 
quire into the expediéncy of providing by law for 
constructing a navigable canal to unite the waters 
of Massuchusetts bay with the waters of Naragan- 
sett bay and Long Island bay, by Taunton river. 


Delegate of Michigan. 
Mr. Johnson of Ky. gave notice that he should 


on Monday, usk leave to introduce a bill authoriz- 
ing the people of Michigan tcrritory to senda 
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Expenses under the Treaty of Gheht. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mf. Clai- 
berne on this subject was taken up, was amend- 
ed to insert the word Afth instead of fourth. 
Internal Im, ent. 

The house then proceeded to the order of the. 
day on ie Quetien of roads and canals; and the 
remainder of the day was consumed in debating it. 

Mr. Smyth, of Va. addressed the house in a 
speech of an hour and an half, against the report. 

Mr. Barbour followed in a speech of two hours, 
on se ame oe * 

t. Clay replied to those gentlemen in a speeok, 
of an hour and an half. ? 

And the committee rose at a late hour, and tite 
house adjourned dite 

Monday, March 9. x 
Failure of the Maiis. . 
On motion of Mr. Robertson of Lou. it was 
Resolved, That the committee on the post of: 
fice and post roads be instructed to inquire into 
the’ causes of the failure of the mails between the 
other cities of the United States and ‘New-Or- 
leans ; and that they further inquire into the ex- 
paseny of having the mails to and from New-Or- 
eans conveyed in covered carriages. 
Adjournment of Congress. ' 
The resolution providing for the adjournment 
of congress on the 13th day of April next received 
its third reading, and after considerable debate 
upon the economy of time and the quantity of 
business before the house requiring attention 
which would unavoidably be omitted if the reso- 
lution prevailed, &c. at- length the question was 
taken and decided atfirmatively—Yeas 101 nays 46. 

After the discussion of a question ‘relative to 
the district court of the United States, for the 
district of New-York, and ordered the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

‘The speaker laid before the house the fellow- 
ing letter from the secretary of the treasury upon 


Banks of the District of Columbia. 
Treasury a 

Str—In conformity with the provisions of the 
act of congress of the 3d of March, 1817, entitled 
** An act to incorporate the subscribers to certain 
banks in the district of Columbia, and to prevent 
the circulation of the notes of unincorporated as- 
sociations within the said district,’ I have the hon- 
or to state, that the president and directors of the 
banks embraced by the said act, have deposited 
in this department statements of the situation of 
the said banks respectively, on the Ist day of Jae 
nuary, 1818. 

From an attentive examination of these state- 
ments, I am of opinion that the concerns of these 
banks have been prudently conducted, that there 
is no just reason to coubt weir solidity, and that 
there exists no cause of danger arising from any 
kind of mismanagement. 

I have the honor, ‘&c. 
WM. Il. CRAWFORD. 
Hton. H Clay, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
The report was ordered to lic on the table. 
Internal Improvement. 








delegate to congtess. 


The house then again resolved itself into a 
‘committee of the whol@; on the report of tlie 
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committee -on the question of intefrial improve- 
ment. 

Mr. Cushman delivered.a speech of nearly two 
hours in length, in favor of the report. 

Mr. Austin delivered a speech of equal length, 
on the other side of the question. " 

Mr. Simpkins foliowed, in a speech of half an 
hour, in favor of the report. 

When the committee rose, and the house ad- 
jeurned. 

Tuesday, March 10. 

Mr. M‘Lane, from the committee of commezce 
and manufactures, reported a bill regulating pas- 
genger-ships and vessels. 

\ Massuchuseswts Milstia Claims. 

Mr. Mason of Mass. from the committee ap- 
pointed on that subject, made a detailed report on 
the claims from Massachusetts for expenses incur- 
red in calling out her militia, accompanied by a 
bill to authorize the settlement and payment of 
‘those claims, which bills were twice read and 
committed. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, ' 

Resolved, Thsat-during the remainder of the ses- 
sion, the hour to-which the house shall stand ad- 
journued, shall be ten o’clock in the morning. 


American Prisoners at Sante Fe. 


@n motion of Mr. Floyd. 

Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be seenee to lay before this house any 
information he may possess, which can be commu- 
nicated without injury to the public good, rela- 
tive to Augustus Pierre Choteau, Julius Demun, 
and their company, Rubert M‘Knight, James 
Baird, and their company; pry J. Harro, cap- 
ae by the forces of the kirig of Spain, and con- 
fin& in the prisons of Sante Fe, and that he com- 
Mmunicate any information he may possess relative 
to the place where captured. 

And a committee was appointed to present the 
resolution to the president. 

Rules and Orders of the House. 

Mr. Taylor submitted the following amend- 
Yaent to the rules and orders of the house; which 
ies on the table one day ofcourse. - 

* After six days from the commencement of a 
second or subsequent session of any congress, all 
legislative business which at the close of the next 
preceding session remained in the house where it 
originated, shall be resumed and acted on ni the 
same manner as. if an adjournment had not taken 

lace.” 

The bill respecting the district courts of the 
Wnited States for the district of New-York, was 
read a third time, passed and sent to the senate 
for their coneurrence. 


Internal Improvement. 


The house then resumed thé unfinished busi- 
hess of yesterday—and again went into a commit- 
tee of the whole on the resolution reported by 
the select committee on this subject. 

Mr. Johfison, of Va. in opposition, and Mr. 
Lowndes in support of the resolution, spoke about 
@ne hour each. ; 

After Mr. Lowndes had concluded his remarks, 
he rose again to revive the amendment which -he 
had proposed to the resolution on Kriday, but 
which he had afterwards withdrawn, that gentle- 
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men might be left free to debate the whole sub- 


jec} untrammetted by the question being present: |! 
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ed separately in its different branclfes, 

the members of the committee might now have 
an opportunity of youre for any one branch 
which might be acceptable and against any which 
might be @jectionable, he renewed his Motion 
with some variation to divide the proposition 

to ss distinct resolutions. * 

The question was then taken on striki 
‘all the original resolution after the weer R = 
ved,” and inserting the following ; and decided | ‘ 
the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 58. - 

“Phat congress has power underthe constitu 
tion to appropriate money for the constuction of 
post pry magma and other roads, and of ca. 
nals, an e improvement of w ‘ 
ses,” &e. i om 

The question was then taken om the second 
resolution, offered as part of the substitute 
Mr. Lowndes, and agreed to, yeas 76, nays70, as 
follows : . 

“« Resolved, That congress has power under the 
constitution to construct post roads and mili 
roads, provided, that private property be not ta- 
ken for public use without just compensation.” 

The third branch of the substitute was ake 
agreed to as follows, yeas 70, nays 69. 

“* Resolved, That congress has power under the 
constitution to construct roads and canals neges. 
sary for commerce hetween the states; provided, 
that private p be not taken for public pur. 
poses, without just compensation.” 

Mr. Mercer proposed to add another resoly- 
tion to those agreed to, which, after some discus. 
sion, was adopted, yeas 75, nays 63, as follows: 

* Resolved, ‘hat congress has power under the 
constitution, to construct canals for military pur. 
poses, provided, that no private property be 
taken for any such [parpgse without just compen: 
sation bemg made therefor.” / 

The committee rose, reported progress, an@ 
ohtained leave to sit again. 


Wednesday, March 11. 


The speaker presented the petition of Fincena, 
tie Pazos, representing himself to be the députy of 
the republics of Venezuela, New Grenada and 
Mexico ; complaining of the capture of Amelis 
island, stating that application had been made to 
the ee who had refused justice, as he 
says, and praying the interposition of congress. 

Mr. Forsyth moved that the petition be not re- 
ceived, stating that as the petitioner was an agent 
of a foreign power, he had applied to congress 
as an appelate power over the executive, he 
thongt it improper that he should be thus 

éard. 


This brought dn # long discussion incidentally 
touching upon-the propriety of the executive of 
the United States, taking possession of Amelia 
Island, and upon the policy of receiving @ petition 
from an unacknowledged agent of a’ foreign 
pe wer. , 

‘fhe discusston contintw!1 nearly threé hours, 
which terminated in a rejection of the petition by 
a vote of 124 to 28. : iG 

The house then proceeded to the other busi- 
ness of the day. : 5: 

Mr. Williams, from the committee of claims, 
made a report upon the expediency of continuing 
in foree the acts for indemnifying- those who haye 
sustained losses of property whilst in the ged 
service of the United States, accompanied 
sundy resvlutions, whtch provide that # is inex 
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ient to continue in force said acts longer than 
the 9th of April, 1818—That all claims not acted 
on by that day be referred to the third auditor of 
the treasury department for adjustment—that the 
attorney general be directed to institute suits for 
the recovery from individuals the. money they 
have fraudulently aeeene from the U. States, by 
j or subornation of perjury. 
Pape house then went into committee of the 
whole upon the subject of internal improve- 
ments. The debates were resumed with vigor 
and zeal, and continued till near sun-set, when, 
without coming te any decision, the committee 
rose, reported 0 ted and obtained leave to sit 
in. The vote for the house to meet at ten 
‘clock for the remainder of the session was re- 
scinded, and then they adjourned, 


Se ERIE 


© summary. 
NEW BRUNSWICK, 

The Plaister' Law repealed.—It is stated in the 

Boston Daity Advertiser, on the authority of a gen- 
tlerian from Moose Island, that “ the Legislature 
of New Brunswick on or about the 18th inst. re- 
pealedthe act prohibiting the exportation of plaster 
to any port or place east of Boston, by an unanimous 
vote—the measure, it was supposed was adopted 
in concert with the Legislature of Nova-Scotia. 
‘ The following is an extract from the speech of 
the lieutenant governor of New Brunswick, deliv- 
efed on the 2ist January last to the provincial as- 
sembly, at the opening of their session—* In our 
immediate local concerns,” says his Exeellency, “1 
have to congratulate you on the final decision of 
the Commissioners respecting the I 
neighbourhood. Moose Island, with Two other 
Islets, to us of uo consideration, are ceded to the 
United States; andthe very important Island of 
Grand-Manan is definitively secured to this Pro- 
vince. Llookforward to consequences, of no small 
utility, which may’ be confidently expected from 
the new military settlements on the line of commu- 
nication with Canada, by the disbanded soldiers 
of the regiments raised in this province—and I pre- 
sume that you will also find reason to anticipate pe- 
culiar benefits resulting from the foundations 
which have here been laid for extending and im- 
provingfthe education of the rising- generation.” 


From Buenos Ayres.—The ship Globe, of this port, 
arrived at New York, sailed from thence on the 
2ist December, and brings intelligenee that the 
troops under General Artegas, at Colonia, had 
mautinied—and that 1000 men had been sent from 
Buenos Ayres to assist those opposed te Artegas. 

A squadron of five men of war brigs and two 
transports with troops were at anchor off the town. 

General St: Martin was on his march to Lima, 
having been victorious throughout Chili. Consid- 
erable commotion had been excited at B. A. in 
consequence of rumors of the Russian fleet being 
atsea. Nine valuable prizes had arrived a short 
time beture the Globe sailed, captured by differ- 
ent privateers. 
’ ' RHODEISLAND 

Legislative Expédition—The General assembly 
of Rhode Island adjourned on Saturday week, at- 
ter @ sessioh of only eleven days—during which 
they disposed of the whole docket of 250 petitions: 
granted 80 petitions for the benefit of the insolvent 
#t, and dismissed and rejected about as many 
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‘biisiness. 


In the state of Rhode Island, there 1 towns, 


and 28 banks! 


NEW-YORK. : 
Duelling Act.—The)senate of this state, on the 


26th ult. rejected the bill frem the assembly to 
aarti act to preveut duelling by a vote of 
16 to 12. a 


Convention —On the 27th ult. the assembly re- 


jected a bill for calling a convention for the pur 


pose of amending the constitution so far tes 
to the council of appointment, 68 to 36. = 


New Mayor. —On the 2d inst. Canwaraven D. 


CotpEN, esquire, was inducted into the office of 
mayor ef the city of New-York, and immediately 
entered upon the duties of his office. f 


Patent Harvester—The model of a machine to 


cut, thresh and clean wheat, rye, oats, barley, &e. 
atone operation, is now exhibiting at the Tontine 
Coffee House, by the inventor, and has attracted 
the attention of many gentlemen of scicuce, and 
practical agriculturists, all of whom, we under- 
stand, express the highest opinion of its merits. 
The machine is constructed to be moved by the 
strength of one horse—enters a field of wheat, 
rye, &c. will take “a two men’s land ahead,” and 
cut, thresh, and fan the grain fit for the mill or mar- 
ket, and without waste or leaving any thing be- 
hind to be cleaned. This complete operation can 
be performed as fast as a horse can walk.—The 
machine may be separated and used only for cut- 
ting and gatherin 
it extremely simple and effective. It is calculated 
thatetwo horses, and one man to attend them, will 
cut and gather the grain from twenty-five ‘acres 


the grain, which will render 


per‘day. The net cost of a machine for cutting 
and gathering the grain will not exceed one 
hundred dollars; and a machine complete, for 
performing the whole operation of preparing the 
grain forthe mill, about double that sum. 

Among the gentlemen who have examined the 
Machine, we may name doctor Mitchill, Mr.C. 
R. Livingston, Mr. Thomas Feeporn, Mr. Isaae 
Denniston, the mayor, &c. Should a board of 
agriculture be established in this state, egrecabty 
to the zecommendation of the governor, it 1s ho; 
this admirable invention will be one of the first 
objects of its attention. Mer. Adv. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


United States Bank not to be Taxed—A corres 
pondent of the Democratic Press, informs the 
public through that print, that the house of repre+ 
sentatives of this state resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the 28th ult. upon a bill 
to tax the banks of the United States. 

The.sum proposed was $ 30,000. A number 
of gentlemen entered the lists, on this’ question; 
enka the argument of each one seemed to resolve. 
itself into these two points; constitutionality - 4 
expediency. On the first but little diversity 
sentiment appeared to prevail; the right to tax 
was pnt conceded by those who questioned 
the expediency of so doing.—Perhaps a subject 
of mote im nce, when viewed in all its bear- 
ings, and the. consequences to which it might 
lead, has not yet occupied the attention of the 
legislature. It owas therefore gratifying to ob- 
serve that the committee entered upon a consi- 
deration of it, in that unprejudiced and deliberate 
manner which evificed a due sense of its magai- 

















» which indicated that the 
ers were not yet prepared for 
mittee fose, reported progress 
ve to sitagain on Tuesday. 

MARYLAND. 

Penitentiary.—By the report of the committee 
of the grand jury wppolnteba to inspect the peni- 
tentiary have reported that there were contined 
in the penitentiary 305 persons of which 234 are 
males 1 females and that cleanliness, system 
and er prevails thoughout the institution. 
“CONSULATE OF SPAIN. 

, Baltimore, 9th March, 1818. 

The rsigned, Knight of the Royal order of 
Isabella the Catholic, Honorary Commissary Gen- 
eral of the Royal Navy, and Consul of His Catho- 
lic Majesty for the State of Maryland, &c. is. au- 
therised and instructed to make known, that, by 
a Royal order of the 3d of September last, it is 
again strictly required, that all vessels bound from 
the U. States to Spanish ports should be furnished 
with consular certificates to the manifest of each 
vessel, and to the invoice of every shipper there- 
of : the Intendant of the Island of Cuba, under 
date of the 9th of January last, adds, that in all 
the ports of his jurisdiction, open to foreign com- 
merce, a Deposit is exacted to the amount of 10 
per cent. on the value of every invoice which is 
wot proved with its corresdonding certificate, in 
lieu of secnrity, and with the obligation of presen- 
ting the same within a reasonable time. 

‘Tue Curvarier og Bennapsv. 
GEORGIA. 

Savannah, Feb. 18.—Arrived United States brig 
Prometheus, Wm. B. Finch, commander, from a 
eruize. The P. has brought in with her the Spa- 
nish ship Maria Josepha, upwards of 400°tons 
burthen, ‘with a full.cargo of coffee and sugar.— 
The Maria Josepha was commanded by captain 
Vetre, and was bound from Havannah to Cadiz, 
off which place she was captured, in November 
last, by the Buenos Ayrean privateer San Martin. 
The Maria Josepha was ordered for Buenos Ay- 
res, and has been out 110 days. The Prometheus 
fell in with her to the southward of St. Augustine 
enthe 10th inst. The prize-inaster, W. H. Duval, 
informed the P. that they were in distress—with- 
out provisions, and that they had entirely lost 
their reckoning, and solicited capt. Finch to take 
charge of the ship, which was done, and brought 
up to this port. 

The Savannah Republican, of the 19th of Feb. 
adds, that the Maria Josepha had on board, when 
captured, $350,000 in specie belonging to the 
king of Spain, which was taken on board the pri- 
vateer San Martin. 

It is stated on the authority of a letter received 
from a gentleman at St. Mary’s (Geo.) that colonel 
Bankhead has been ordered by government to put 
Amelia Island in the best possible state of defence, 
and commodore Henley to remain at Amelia Is- 
land until further orders. It is also stated "that a 
post office ia to be established at Fernandina, and 
the muil to.be sent twice a week. 

Several murders have recently taken place near 
the great Satilla by the hostile Indians. 

By our last advices trom the seat of war against 
the seminole indians, the troops under general 
duckson were collecting at fort Scott, also the de- 
tachment of Georgia militia were organized and 
encamped on the south side of tie Ocmulgee, and 
at fort Early. it was expected they would soon 
be jouied by the Ténnessee. detachment at fort 
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Scott. Advices received at Aucusta 
ult, states that the hostile chiefs rater 
2000 men between the férts Ear! and Seott, for 
the purpose of attacking the attachment of troo 
from this state before they should effect 9 A 
tion with the main body at the latter place. aa 
‘A letter from the collector of the port of Daf 
en to a gen in Savannah states, that the we. 
veyor of that harbor had seized Seventy-eight AL 
rican slaves at the Creek Agency, and that the 
were on their way to. Darien. J 
an. 



































In the papers from the states cf New Yo 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and yfaryland, we have 
detailed accounts of damages sustained by the 
floods, occasioned by the sudden breaking up of 
the ice. At Albany, (N. Y.) the thaw commenced 
on the 27th ult. followed by heavy rains 
day andSunday. This occasioned.a 
the Hudson river, which d 
masses of broken ice with su 
much damage was done tothe hou bordering 
on the river in that city.. On-the-river and other 
streams of water below that city, much damage. 
was also sustained, in the destruction of houses, 
bridges, mills, &c. Much injury was sustained on 
the banks of the Mohawk. On the Thames, near 
New London, and the Connecticut river, and in 
other places in the state its ravages were also 
severe-»At Hartford the division bridge, and the 
bridge across the river running through the city, 
were swept away. At Worcester, (Mass.) its ef. 
fects were also experienced. On the banks of the 
Susquehannah, in Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
much mischief was done. © The brj eat MeCalls 
was entirely swept away, and the bridge at Co- 
lumbia, (Pggn.) narrowly escaped. Much injury 
was donefat other places. A letter from Port 
Deposit states, that the flood was greater than 
was ever before known, that much fear was en- 
tertained for the safety of the bridge at that place. 

Congressional History.—We are pleased, and 
presume the public generally will nut be less se, 
to perceive that Messrs. Gales &f Seaton, editors 
of the ational Intelligencer, have issued proposals 
for publishing a History of the Congrese of the 
United States, includiag the votes and debates, as 
far as they have begn preserved, in both houses of 
Congress since the adoption of the constitution, to 
the end of the second session of the fourteenth Con. 
gress—They propose to publish in octavo volume 
of from 700 to 1000 pages each, at 6do!ls per vol 

They also propose to publish a history com- 
mencing with the first session of the fifteenth 
Congress in the same form. 

We knew of none who possess the same mate- 
rials and facilities for a compilation of this nature 
as the proposed publishers, these gentlemen have 
long been the reporters of the proceedings ofCon_ 
gress and are acknowledgedly the best reportets 
inthe United States ; it isto them the public are 
indebted for the reports of Congress, which are 
floating through the news papers thtoughout the 







country, and we hope they may in this proposed 
undertaking meet an ample reward for the labur 
and expense it willnevessarily cpcasions 











